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Minutes of the 
Economic Development Council 

Meeting 
December 13, 2011 

Oklahoma State Regents for Higher Education 
 

 
Members present: 

Arun Tilak, CU; Rick Wetherill, ECU; Janet Wansick, EOSC; Jerry Cook, NSU (via-
video); Greg Gardner, OCCC; Diane Murphy, OPSU (via-video); Jack Bryant, RCC; 
Stan Greil, RSC; Kathy Hendrick, SOSU (via-video); Mary Philpott, TCC; Erik Guzik, 
USAO; and Lisa Greenlee, WOSC (via-video) 

 
Guests present: 

Anita Gordy-Watkins, OSUIT (via-video); Heather Kay, OSU-OKC; Deidre Myers, 
ODOC; Rob Gragg, ODOC; Liz Eccleston, Community Action Project-Tulsa County; 
Tony Hutchison, Connie Lake, Jarrod Cordova and Renae Brill, OSRHE staff. 

 
1. Welcome and Introductions of all members and guests 

Vice Chairperson Greg Gardner called the meeting to order at 1:30 p.m.  Introductions 
were made and guests were welcomed.  

2. Approval of November 8, 2011 EDC meeting minutes 
 

Upon a motion duly made, seconded, and carried, the minutes of the November 8, 2011, 
meeting of the Economic Development Council were approved as presented. 

 
3. Main Topics:  Department of Commerce Economic Development Presentation, Deidre 

Myers, Director of Policy, Research and Economic Development, Oklahoma 
Department of Commerce (ODOC).  
 
Ms. Myers shared with the committee that Secretary Lopez has changed the dynamic of 
how the Oklahoma Department of Commerce serves their customers.  Ms. Myers spoke 
about the reorganization at ODOC.  Some of the changes include breaking up what was the 
business location and business solutions programs into smaller units, which are much more 
flexible.  These units are global recruitment and trade, national recruitment and existing 
business expansion.  Martin Roberts is the lead on the customer service team with a focus 
on serving existing businesses.  Rob Gragg is the lead on regional development specialists 
formerly known as rural development specialists; which focuses on working with 
businesses directly and not just with local economic development entities.  

 
Ms. Myers stated that the big change is in the research division, which she leads. The 
research division will provide business intelligence data for strategic lead development to 
the National Recruitment Team. The business intelligence data will be collected using a 
software called E-Pulse (Executive Pulse), which it is a customer management system.  The 
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data will be collected every two years and the goal for FY13 is for 80% of the states’ 
businesses to be represented in E-Pulse.   

 
4. Best Practice Presentation: CareerAdvance presented by Liz Eccleston, Manager of 

CareerAdvance, from Community Action Project (CAP). 
Ms. Eccleston shared with the Council the Community Action Project (CAP) of Tulsa 
County.  CAP developed CareerAdvance in August of 2009, as one strategy to ensure 
economic success for families with young children.  It is a program currently available to 
economically disadvantaged parents with children enrolled in CAP and Educare, early 
childhood centers, in Tulsa, OK. 
 
Thus far, the program has enrolled four cohorts for a total of 69 students into nursing and 
health information technology training ladders.  The core of the program is the training 
ladder, which supports participants as they attain nursing credentials, first as a Certified 
Nursing Assistant, then Patient Care Technician or Licensed Practical Nurse, and finally 
Registered Nurse. Additionally, participants can work towards becoming a Health 
Information Technology professional, first as a Certified Medical Assistant, then a Medical 
Coder followed by an Associate Degree in Heath Information Technology.   
 
CAP believes investing in a family’s economic success will have not only a direct impact 
on families’ quality of life, but also an important indirect impact on children’s educational 
success and long-term economic prospects.   

 
5. State Regents update – Holley Hunt represented by Tony Hutchison  

Mr. Hutchison shared with the committee that next Tuesday, December 20th, the Board of 
Equalization will meet, where they will do their first forecasts of revenues available.  The 
State Regents have already submitted their budget for next fiscal year to the Office of State 
Finance and are requesting a 3.7% increase for the higher education system.  The Regents 
have asked for the same amount of funding as last year for the OK Promise/OHLAP and a 
modest funding increase for concurrent enrollment programs.  There is also a request for 
endowed chair money, not from appropriations, but from a series of bond issues for a five 
year period, to wipe out a rather large backlog in the endowed chairs program.   

Mr. Hutchison stated that the State Regents is hoping that they do not have to deal with the 
guns on campus issue again during this legislative session.  Mr. Hutchison also stated that 
the State Regents is hoping to maintain the higher education exemption to HB 1304.  Also, 
the administration has made a requested that the higher education system have their own 
Chief Information Officer.  Mr. Hutchison made a request to Secretary Lopez about higher 
education receiving an exemption from the Open Records Act as it relates to economic 
development.   

He also mentioned that Senator Myers from Ponca City has passed away; he was the State 
Senate appropriations chairperson.  Senator Jolley has been appointed the new 
appropriations chairperson, which should be a favorable replacement as Senator Jolley is in 
the Edmond area and has the University of Central Oklahoma in his district.  Mr. 
Hutchison mentioned that the State Regents is in the middle of a statewide legislative tour 
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in which the Chancellor travels throughout the state promoting higher education to 
legislators and local communities.   

 
6. Committee Reports 

a. Working Committees 
1. Higher Education data, Mary Philpott, Committee Chair 
Ms. Philpott reported that she will be retiring on January 1st and has handed 
committee chair duties over to Diane Murphey.  Ms. Murphey will set up a 
meeting with Connie Lake and discuss the report they are putting together.  

2. Internal communications, Janet Wansick, Committee Chair 
Dr. Wansick stressed how important it is for all the EDC to join the group 
on LinkedIn.  

3. External communications, Jack Bryant, Committee Chair 
Mr. Bryant will have a report ready at the next EDC meeting on January 10, 
2012. 

7. Partnership Recognition Program Committee,  Heather Kay and Kathy Hendrick, co-
chairs 
Ms. Lake stated that she shared the Partnership Recognition Program registration process 
with the Presidents last week.  She also shared with the committee that this is a one-time 
submission process and to please mail your pictures on CD.  Ms. Lake also stated the 
funding for the plaques has been secured from the ODOC and that the invitations and 
program were being worked on by the Regents’ communications department.    

 
8. State Regents update – Tony Hutchison, Vice Chancellor for Strategic Planning & 

Analysis and Workforce and Economic Development, OSRHE 
 
Mr. Hutchison briefed the EDC about the presentation the Chancellor gave to the State 
Senate titled, “Economic Importance of Human Capitol and Higher Education.” Mr. 
Hutchison went over the slides and provided handouts.  This presentation will be on the 
EDC website for the EDC members to look at and use.  
 

9. New Business 
 
Ms. Lake shared with the committee that the Chancellor will be at the January EDC 
meeting.  Ms. Lake also shared with the committee that the Chancellor met with Lt. 
Governor Todd Lamb who shared with the Chancellor his concerns about the EDC. After 
the meeting, the Chancellor shared the issue with the Council of Presidents and discussed 
changes to the EDC Bylaws and recommended qualifications for EDC members. As a 
result, the EDC Bylaws have been changed and these changes have been approved by the 
Council of Presidents.  The EDC member will be the Chief Economic Development Officer 
appointed by the institution president.  
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10. Bring Successes!  
 
Jerry Cook – NSU is in the final planning stages of putting on the Northeast Oklahoma 
Regional Day at the State Capitol, which will be held on February 28th.  Steve Turner will 
be the new university President beginning January 1.  Interim President Martin Tadlock has 
changed Jerry’s title to Interim Executive Director for University Relations, since Vice 
President Kinders is leaving NSU next week to go to UCO.   
 
Diane Murphey – OPSU - The Guymon Chamber of Commerce held a business afterhours 
networking event at OPSU.  OPSU is planning a career day with Seaboard Foods for 
seventh, eighth and ninth graders in the spring, which will bring about 400 to 500 students 
to the campus.  OPSU is working with Main Street Guymon, and one of OPSU staff is 
teaching Saturday computers sessions and several of their graduates are working with Main 
Street Guymon.  OPSU also just finished hosting the Future Farmers of America (FFA) 
Interscholastic and had about 300 agriculture students on campus.  
 
Kathy Hendrick – SEOSU will be hosting the E3 Summit (Engage, Envision and Empower) 
on Thursday, January 26th, as a part of the Making Place Matter initiative. Chad Wilkerson 
from the Kansas City Federal Reserve Bank, Chancellor Johnson and Secretary Lopez will 
be on the agenda. 
 
Arun Tilak – CU recently completed a project they started in early spring called DREAM 
(Developing Regional Entrepreneur and Mentors), where they matched students with 
business ideas to mentors in the community for business plan development. 
 
Stan Greil – RSC is participating in cyber patriot, a national cyber security competition for 
students sponsored by the Air Force Association.  Last year was the first year in which 
Oklahoma teams participated in the event.  Rose State College was named the academic 
center for excellence in cyber security and served as the training center for the Oklahoma 
teams; two of which went on to be national finalist in the competition. 
 
Heather Kay – OSU-OKC received a Title III grant which is a five-year grant to strengthen 
their technology infrastructure.  OSU-OKC is going to develop approximately 35 online 
courses and six online student services functions, including financial aid. Additionally, the 
grant funding will be used to help train faculty on online usage. OSU-OKC also has a 
hiring process for an instructional designer and online student service developer.  Last year 
OSU-OKC got a commitment from Tinker Air Force Base (TAFB) to provide their basic 
motorcycle training, TAFB has the funding again this year. Therefore, OSU-OKC will 
provide the training through the Center for Safety and Emergency Preparedness.  OSU-
OKC will receive a grant from the Oklahoma Highway Safety Office to provide free 
motorcycle training and awareness.  In May, OSU-OKC will host a public event called 
Spring Tune-Up. 
 
Greg Gardner – OCCC -The Higher Learning Commission completed its assessment of 
OCCC in November.  The preliminary report states that OCCC will be accredited for the 
next 10 years with no reports and no visits.   
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Jack Bryant – RCC- The student quiz bowl team finished second, in the Mind Games 
competition that was on KSBI Channel 52. This event brought in about $11,000 in 
scholarships for the five students on the team.  RCC has been selected as a full partner in 
the National Science Foundation community college undergraduate research initiative, as 
one of  19 colleges nationwide, RCC will share in a $3.35 million grant that runs through 
2015 to further undergraduate research at two-year colleges. 
 
Rick Wetherill – ECU-The planning for the Green Expo is well underway.  Dr. Wetherill 
stated that ECU has three new events this year:  a Tour De Green (bicycle event), a Green 
Fashion Show and Green Music Unplugged.  ECU has partnered with the Ada Jobs 
Foundation,  Veterans Workforce Incentive program and Continuing Education to bring 75 
new jobs to Ada - PEI worldwide, which manufactures environmentally-friendly insulation 
used in building construction.  Eventually, the company plans to provide 275 new jobs in 
the industrial park at the old Remington plant.  This summer ECU will host a business 
camp for seventh and eighth graders. 
 
Janet Wansick – EOSC is working on several grants.  One grant is allowing EOSC to add 
five online degree programs.  EOSC just got awarded a new GEAR-Up grant and will be 
hiring more staff.  EOSC has been a partner with Workforce Investment Board in their area 
and they are working on a regional innovative grant.   
 
Mary Philpott – TCC is working on a staff development program for 6th grade through 12th 
grade math teachers. The program is an initiative through the higher education forum, 
which is a forum of 10 institutions in NE Oklahoma that come together and collaborate on 
service learning projects and anything that will help the secondary schools around the Tulsa 
area.  

 
11. Adjournment  

There being no further business to come before the Council, the meeting adjourned at 
3:40 p.m. 


