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Minutes of the 
Economic Development Council 

Meeting 
October 11, 2011 

Oklahoma State Regents for Higher Education 
 

 
Members present: 

Arun Tilak, CU; Rick Wetherill, ECU (via-video); Janet Wansick, EOSC; Linda Tillman, 
LU; Bethene Fahnestock, NEO A&M (via-video); Jerry Cook, NSU; Traci 
Schwerdtfeger, NOC; Patti Wilber, NWOSU; Greg Gardner, OCCC; Diane Murphy, 
OPSU (via-video); Jack Bryant, RCC; Ray Brown, RSU (via-video); Stan Greil, RSC; 
Doug Misak, SWOSU; Mary Philpott, TCC; Erik Guzik, USAO; and Lisa Greenlee, 
WOSC (via-video) 

 
Guests present: 

Evelyn Bollenbach, OSU-OKC; Marilyn Feaver, SOIC; Clark Southard, SOIC; Kenneth 
Knoll, i2E; Josh Waddell, OSRHE Intern; Vikki Dearing, ODOC; Jarrod Cordova, 
OSRHE Staff and Renae Brill, OSRHE staff. 

 
1. Welcome and Introductions of all members and guests 

Vice Chairperson Greg Gardner called the meeting to order at 1:30 p.m. Introductions 
were made and guests were welcomed.  

2. Approval of September 13, 2011 EDC meeting minutes 
 

Upon a motion duly made, seconded, and carried, the minutes of the September 13, 2011 
meeting of the Economic Development Council were approved as presented. 

 
3. Main Topics:  

a. Career Pathways, Marilyn Feaver, Southwest Oklahoma Impact Coalition 
(SOIC) 

Marilyn Feaver briefed the EDC about the history and mission of the SOIC. The mission 
of SOIC is to reinforce and grow wealth in the southwest quadrant of Oklahoma by 
maximizing and coordinating workforce and economic development opportunities 
through a collaborative process. 
 
Ms. Feaver introduced Mr. Clark Southard, who briefed the EDC about the Career 
Pathways System which can be modeled to provide a systematic approach for 
implementing a degree or certificate program that will get individuals into the workplace.  

 
b. Accelerate Oklahoma, Kenneth Knoll, Innovation 2 Enterprise, (i2E) 

Mr. Knoll briefed the EDC about i2E’s service capabilities as well as the Access to 
Capital, i2E Managed Funds available through i2E:  Accelerate Oklahoma (StartOK 



 

 2 

Accelerator Fund, GrowOK Fund, and OK Angel Sidecar Fund), Oklahoma Seed Capital 
Fund, Oklahoma Concept Fund, Manufacturing Innovation Fund and SeedStep Angels.  
 

c. Tech Transfer Policy Report, Josh Waddell, OSRHE Intern 
Mr. Waddell briefed the EDC about the results of the FY2009-2010, on-line Technology 
Transfer survey, which was distributed to all public universities and colleges. Technology 
Transfer referred to any materials transfer agreements (research and biological materials 
including data), copyright or trademark items, intellectual property, patents (both 
domestic and international), licensing and entrepreneurial activities. A recommendation 
was made that the survey be taken every two years to update progress.  

 
4. Committee Reports 

a. Working Committees 
1. Higher Education data, Mary Philpott, Committee Chair 
Ms. Philpott reported that she and Diane Murphy are working on this 
committee. Ms. Philpott talked about the data she reviewed on the State 
Regents website and made a request to the EDC about what common data 
could be most useful to them; additionally, she asked the council if any 
other members would be willing to be a part of the Higher Ed Data working 
committee.  

2. Internal communications, Janet Wansick, Committee Chair 
Dr. Wansick spoke about how there was not a good internal communication 
mechanism within the EDC.  

Dr. Wansick established an EDC group on the professional social 
networking website LinkedIn. Dr. Wansick was able to start five discussion 
threads based on the following topics:  legislative communications or 
external communications, data group, group priorities, resource links and 
best practices. This closed group can be used exclusively for internal 
communications for EDC members.  

3. External communications, Jack Bryant, Committee Chair 
Mr. Bryant stated there was not a report from the external communications 
committee due to scheduling conflicts and that there be will a report at the 
next EDC meeting. 

b. Partnership Recognition Program Committee, Jarrod Cordova on behalf of 
Heather Kay and Kathy Hendrick, co-chairs 
Jarrod Cordova stated that the PRP will be held at Oklahoma State University-
Oklahoma City on April 24, 2012.  The deadline for submissions will be January 
31, 2012. This year the registration will be online and a letter will be mailed to the 
University and College presidents with a PIN sometime in November; this PIN 
will give the EDC member access to the website to submit their PRP candidate. It 
was noted that all documents must be ready at the time of on-line submission and 
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pictures will be submitted via mail to Connie Lake on a CD with up to 15 pictures 
and the logos of both the institution and business partner. 

5. Bring Successes! – be prepared to share in two minutes what’s happening at your 
institution.   

Rick Wetherill-ECU, will be holding the Green Expo April 19-20, 2012, at the Agra-Plex 
in Ada and will be re-inviting Leilani Münter the NASCAR driver and environmentalist 
as the main guest speaker. Dr. Wetherill welcomed sponsors and people who want to do 
exhibits. Business incubator just won the Ada Jobs Foundation Innovation Award. 
 
Bethene Fahnestock-NEOA&M, stated NEO is planning an event in January to support 
the building of partnership with the manufactures and the college faculty on campus.  
Bethene also stated NEO A&M recently started a new process technology program, 
which was developed through a partnership with several of their local businesses with 
one of the chemistry boron plants in the region being the driving force in creating this 
program. The program will be open for enrollments in January. 
 
Ray Brown-RSU is having the Northeastern Oklahoma Regional Summit on October 
13th in Claremore. Dr. Brown also mentioned that on November 16th RSU will be 
hosting the Economic Gardening Conference with speaker Chris Gibbons from Littleton, 
CO and Mark Lange from the Edward Lowe Foundation. 
 
Janet Wansick-EOSC will be hosting the 5th Annual College and Career Tour on 
November 8th. EOSC is partnering with Kiamichi Technology Center to bring in eighth 
graders from around the region to expose the students to secondary education and 
different career avenues.  EOSC recently had an economic devastation; Simonton 
Windows is closing their plant and laying off 250 employees the day before 
Thanksgiving. EOSC is partnering with several other businesses organizing a rapid 
response event. In addition, Kiamichi Technology Center and EOSC has stepped up and 
will host a job fair on November 12th for the employees and others in the community.   
 
Linda Tillman-LU held a ground breaking ceremony for a fresh food farmers market on 
November 6th in the Town of Langston that was funded through an $800,000 grant from 
the US Department of Housing and Urban Development. The farmers market will 
provide spots for 15 farmers to sell their wares. In addition, there will be a class teaching 
the lost art of preserving and canning at the farmers market.  Linda also stated the campus 
is revitalizing their softball fields to incorporate an NCAA regulation size softball field, 
and hoping to have all completed by Christmas this year. 
 
Mary Philpott-TCC Mary Philpott invited all EDC members to attend the Annual 
Breakfast at the Renaissance Hotel (71st street and Highway 169 in Tulsa) on November 
11th at 8 a.m.  The State Regents Chancellor will be speaking about the partnership 
between higher education and business and industry emphasizing the importance of 
higher education to the state of Oklahoma.   
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Doug Misak-SWOSU just completed a study for the Oklahoma State Chamber regarding 
manufacturing in the state; using the Regional Economic Modeling Incorporated (REMI) 
system at Southwestern. 
 
Patti Wilber-NWOSU successes continue in the economic development of NW 
Oklahoma. A recent report came out on sales tax collection in the region, which is seeing 
sales tax collection double from last year, which is significant in the counties and cities.  
The city chamber will be hosting a Regional CNG meeting at the Alfalfa County 
Fairgrounds at noon on November 8th. 
 
Jack Bryant-RCC just received a Native American serving non-tribal institution grant. 
The grant is just under $2 million for a five-year program to establish a One All Nations 
Business Institute. The Institute will offer business management and accounting 
programs for Native American students and low income students. Also, Redlands has 
fielded a team for the mind games competition on October 12th on KSIB channel 52. 
 
Traci Schwerdtfeger-NOC received a NSF (National Science Foundation) grant of 
$899,165 for problem based troubleshooting instructional modules for various energy 
degree programs within their process technology degree program.  
 
Arun Tilak-CU will hold the Tri-Annual Academic Festival on “Afghanistan, Its 
Complexities and Its Relevance.” The academic festival will last the whole year. The 
guest speakers are best-selling author Dr. Khaled Hosseini, Pulitzer Prize winner Steve 
Coll, former U.S. Senator Chuck Hagel, journalist/foreign policy analyst/author Robin 
Wright, and General (Ret.) Stanley A. McChrystal. 
 
Eric Guzik-USAO the General Theme of Education, the American Council of Trustees 
and Alumni just published there 2011 report “What Will They Learn” and the report 
assigns grades to universities and colleges based on the quality of their curriculum. 
USAO is one of nineteen universities throughout the country that received a grade of A in 
the US News and World Report rankings.  US News and World Reports have moved 
USAO into its National Liberal Arts category.    
 
Greg Gardner-OCCC will host a meeting, which is really a consortium of 14 two-year 
colleges in the state; this consortium summited a grant for $19.7million and was funded 
to the tune of the $2.7 million, which is the state minimum. 
 

6. New Business 
No new business. 
 

7. Adjournment  
There being no further business to come before the Council, the meeting adjourned at 
3:30 p.m. 


