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Minutes of the 

Economic Development Council 

Meeting 
February 9, 2010 

Oklahoma State Regents 

Oklahoma City, OK 

 

Members present: 

Arun Tilak, CU; Rick Wetherill, ECU; Barbara Gilbertson, EOSC; Tim Faltyn, NEO 

A&M; Traci Schwerdtfeger, NOC; Patti Wilber, NWOSU; Greg Gardner, OCCC; Diane 

Murphey, OPSU, (Via Video); Tom Gray, OSU; Jack Bryant, RCC; Ray Brown, RSU; 

Stan Greil, RSC; Kathy Hendrick, SEOSU, Marvin Hankins, SWOSU; Mary Philpott, 

TCC; Robert Lindley, UCO; Erick Guzik, USAO; Lisa Greenlee, WOSC, (Via Video) 

 

Guests present: 

Heather Kay, OSU-OKC; Kevin Burr, TPS; Victoria Armstrong, RSC; Emelia Ross, 

Renae Brill, Robin McAlister, Tony Hutchison and Connie Lake, OSRHE staff. 

 

1. Welcome 

Chairperson Marvin Hankins called the meeting to order at 1:30 p.m. 

2. Introductions of All Members and Guests  

Introductions were made and guests were welcomed by Chairperson Hankins. 

3. Approval of February 9th EDC meeting minutes 
 

Upon a motion duly made, seconded, and carried, the minutes of the February 9, 2010 

meeting of the Economic Development Council were approved as presented. 

 

4. Main Topic: High School Education Re-design, Kevin Burr, Area Superintendent for 

High School, Tulsa Public Schools 

 

Kevin Burr spoke about the efforts of Tulsa Public Schools (TPS) to change the concept 

of the Great American High School to one that fits the needs of students today. He 

reported that Tulsa has high graduation rates and high success rates on the EOIs, but a 

low college readiness rate. There is a huge disconnect between college readiness and high 

school graduation in Tulsa, he said. To address this issue, they brought 120 stakeholders 

to the table in April 2009. The group wanted to erase the notion that high school 

readiness is synonymous with ‘end,’ but instead emphasize its relationship to 

‘commencement’ or ‘beginning.’ The group identified five priorities: 1) Relevant 

Curriculum, 2) Critical Thinking, 3) Expectations for Internships, 4) Reinvention of 

Senior Year, and 5) Student-Focused Learning. In terms of reinventing the senior year, he 

said they are trying to erase the line between senior year and the rest of a student’s life, so 
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half of the day is spent in either a higher education classroom, an internship in their 

desired job field or earning a certification. Community service is also an important 

component of this effort. 

 

In addition, TPS uses the ACT CRI student readiness indicators for discussions with 

parents about a child’s readiness and they use the career interest inventory to help them 

select an appropriate high school. They have recruited 800 community volunteers to 

mentor middle school students about the CRI and how the results can guide their 

educational choices, even as early as middle school. TPS is moving toward a system of 

learning communities and has committed to four full-blown magnet high schools with 

interest-based programs in fine arts, culinary arts and hospitality, digital media, and 

science and technology. They are working on developing partnerships with local colleges 

to offer additional programs in community health (through OSU’s community health 

program) and law and social justice (through TU’s College of Law). He said there has 

been some pushback to their efforts, but he tries to educate people by encouraging them 

to read Tom Wagner’s Global Achievement Gap. High schools today look much like they 

did back when the Great American High School concept was developed with the help of 

Henry Ford – like a factory assembly line. Our structure and thinking must change, he 

said. 

 

 

5. Action Item: Vote to Approve the EDC 2009-10 Strategic Plan 

 

The committee discussed and voted that the executive committee make assignments for 

the Strategic Plan. Stan Greil suggested that the group should consider becoming the 

higher education flag-bearer for the efforts of TPS discussed by Mr. Burr and add it as an 

action step to the strategic plan. In response to that discussion, Tony Hutchison presented 

information on Oklahoma’s application for the Race to the Top grant. He said that higher 

education was intricately involved in the process, which was somewhat unique among 

state applications, he thought. Forty-six states submitted applications and though he is 

unsure if we will get it, he felt our application was also unique in that it emphasized our 

desire for academic alignment from K-12 through post-secondary.  

 

Upon a motion duly made, seconded, and carried, the 2009-10 Action Plan of the 

Economic Development Council was approved as presented. 

 

6. Update from Committee Chairs – Tom Gray and Stan Greil, Statewide Internship 

Recognition Committee 

 

Tom Gray stated that the Statewide Internship Committee met with Drew Dugan and 

Joyce Burch from the Oklahoma City Chamber of Commerce.  They operate an 

internship program called Greater Grads, and it’s a tremendous success. They offered to 

speak at an upcoming EDC meeting, and Tom suggested that we could invite career 

services representatives from each institution who work with the internship programs. 

Tim Faltyn expressed concern that the Chamber’s program is only focused on the 

Oklahoma City area and might not be easily replicable into a statewide program.  It was 
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agreed that Anita Gordy-Watkins might be an appropriate speaker for next month’s 

meeting since the internship program at OSU Institute of Technology in Okmulgee is so 

successful. Emelia Ross mentioned that the Communications Council will be sending out 

a survey to the institutions soon for the business service directory and will ask about 

interest in a statewide internship program.    

 

Connie Lake gave a brief update on the Partnership Recognition Program.  She stated that 

today is the deadline and that we have only received submissions from 12 schools so far.  

She reminded council members to submit pictures on a CD, and the narrative and 

summaries in electronic form. Connie said that her office would follow up with an email 

letting institutions know what was still needed from them. 

 

7. okedc.org Website Perusal – Jack Bryant 

 

Jack stated that they are in the process of moving the website to a new server at the State 

Regent’s office. They should have everything up and operational before next month.  

Jack said he would send an email when the process is completed. 

 

8. Make Place Matter Update – Connie Lake 

 

Connie stated that so far they have received 16 of the Making Place Matter reports with 

two pending. When we shared that response rate with Lumina and some others, they were 

impressed, she said.  The next step will be reviewing the projects that were submitted and 

putting together a summary and sharing it with the presidents. April 15th is the final 

submission date for the project reports. 

 

 

9. COI Update – Dr. Tim Faltyn, liaison to COI 

 

Tim Faltyn updated us on the COI.  He first spoke about the single mother’s academic 

resource team, which is a program designed to get single mothers into college, graduate 

them and then get them back in the workforce.  Tim also stated that he liked the grant 

workshops sponsored by the Regents. 

 

10. Bring Successes! –  

 

Erik Guzik – USAO really was hit hard with the economic downturn and they had to 

furlough many of their faculty, he said. Because of this, they have had to explore creative 

options and new opportunities.  Right now, they are exploring opportunities for funding 

for student group projects, which ties into Making Place Matter.   

 

Stan Griel – They have a weekend college program that is an aggressive, accelerated 

online program that is on Fridays and weekends. The primary focus is Tinker Air Force 

Base and it has had limited success, but they expect enrollment to increase, he said. He 

also introduced Victoria Armstrong and said that in a month they will be going with a 

group to China on an economic development and personal enrichment trip. 
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Traci Schwerdtfeger– She spoke about SAGE (Sustainable Alternative Green Energy), 

and how NOC (Northern Oklahoma College) had partnered with Ponca City Economic 

Development Committee, NCO (North Central Oklahoma) and the Ponca City Utility 

Works Authority to explore opportunities in green energy, hydro, wind, solar, geothermal 

and natural gas.   

 

Arun Tilak – He talked about their internship and academic partnerships which involve 

working with manufacturers and developing multidisciplinary teams to do problem-

solving projects for businesses. 

 

Heather Kay– She reported that their biggest success is that enrollment is up 20.5 percent 

from last year. A lot of the enrollment boost is due to the wind turbine program, she said.  

They also are holding a spring job and career expo on March 25
th

 and she will send the 

committee more information.   

 

Robert Lindley – He spoke about Senate Bill 738 and the potential relocation of the 

Medical Examiner’s office to UCO. He said it makes sense to relocate the ME’s office to 

combine with the OSBI offices already on campus, but there is some political opposition 

to it. 

 

Mary Philpott – She said TCC has partnered with Tulsa Tech and the local workforce 

board to provide rapid response to the city of Tulsa and the companies that are having 

small or large layoffs. One of the things they have found to be popular is the ready to 

work program which is a certificate program. She also described a program they have 

initiated that encourages high school students to take remedial courses ahead of time so 

that by the time they get to college they are on an even slate. Mary will send out a 

synopsis. 

 

Greg Gardner – The VPAC (Vision and Performing Arts Center) has a small gallery 

featuring an exhibit on jazz musicians from Kansas City. The exhibit will be there for 

about two months and is open to the public.  In their automotive program, they are 

incorporating their first CNG insulation program.   

 

Marvin Hankins – He reported that they are going to be awarded the VA assistance center 

for the state of Oklahoma. 

 

Tom Gray – He discussed the OSU Enterprise Center LLC, which is assisting Tinker 

with the issue of aging aircrafts. 

 

Ray Brown – He said their FTE is up about 11 percent.  They are currently working with 

USDA and several workforce authorities to bring a conference to Oklahoma in late April 

or early May. 

 

Rick Wetherill – They had a Miss America finalist and a couple from Ada on the 

Amazing Race, he said. 



 

 5 

 

Patti Wilber – When the economy goes down, entrepreneurship picks up and they have 

signed three new clients in their incubators, she said.  

 

Jack Bryant – Their nursing program just received an eight-year accreditation approval. 

During the exit interview they were told that theirs was the best example the group had 

ever seen of integrating simulation into the classroom. Their livestock judging team won 

the southwest expo in horse, cattle and hog competitions. 

 

Tim Faltyn – Enrollment is up 21 percent, he said. They hired a new Economic 

Development Coordinator: Susan Waldridge. They will be hosting the Quads States 

meeting and have an HLC visit next week. Also, they are partnering with Ottawa County 

DHS and Equispirit to do equine therapy. 

 

11. New Business 

 

No new business. 

 

12. Adjournment  
 

There being no further business to come before the Council, the meeting adjourned at 3:15 

p.m. 


