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Minutes of the 

Economic Development Council 

Meeting 
November 9, 2010 

Oklahoma State Regents for Higher Education 

 

 

Members present: 

Rick Wetherill, ECU; Cecil Carter, MSC; Susan Waldron, NEO A&M; Jerry Cook, NSU 

(via video); Patti Wilber, NWOSU; Greg Gardner, OCCC; Ray Brown, RSU; Stan Greil, 

RSC; Larry Smith, SSC; Kathy Hendrick, SOSU; Mary Philpott, TCC (via video); Robert 

Lindley, UCO 

 

Guests present: 

Anita Gordy-Watkins, OSU-IT (via video); Heather Kay, OSU-OKC; Evelyn 

Bollenbach, OSU-OKC; Vikki Dearing DOC; Charles Kimbrough, ODOC; Ericka Lucas, 

ODOC; Rob Gragg, ODOC; Tony Hutchison, Connie Lake, Robin McAlister, Renae 

Brill, OSRHE staff. 

 

1. Welcome and Introductions of all members and guests 

Chairperson Stan Greil called the meeting to order at 1:30 p.m.   

2. Approval of September 14 and October 25, 2010 EDC meeting minutes  

Upon a motion duly made, seconded, and carried, the minutes of the Sept. 14 and Oct. 25 

meetings of the Economic Development Council were approved as presented. 

 

3. Main topic: 

ODOC’s Fast Forward Team presented by Charles Kimbrough 

Director of Business recruitment, Erika Lucas, director, Foreign 

Direct Investment and Rob Gragg, Rural Development Director 

Charles Kimbrough described the group’s mission to create quality, high-paying jobs and 

create wealth for the state. They serve as the sales team for the state, he said. He spoke 

specifically about the business locations team and how they attract and recruit companies 

from outside the state. Their clients include: 

 Site Consultants 

 Corporate Real Estate Executives CEOs 

 Architects 

 Engineers 

 Developers 

 

The business locations team worked a total of 138 projects this year, had 9,877 contacts 

with corporations and consultants, 223 prospect visits and 92 site consultant visits, and 

attended 23 conferences and trade shows. He said their target industries include:  

 Aerospace 

 Biosciences 
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 Advanced Manufacturing 

 Energy 

 Corporate Services 

 Advanced Food Industries 

Rob Gragg spoke on behalf of the business solutions team which focuses on business and 

industry already in the state. The Rural Action Partnership program (RAPP HB 2288) began with 

an economic development focus but now includes community development as well.  

Entrepreneurship is becoming a hot topic in rural Oklahoma, though still not as hot as retail, he 

said. Our rural communities also are producing valuable commodities such as iodine, red cedar 

oil and other woody biomass. 

 

Erika Lucas spoke about the Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) group and said Oklahoma has 

$316 billion in foreign investment.  Recent international call trips have generated 3,000+ 

contacts and 37 locations. Our biggest trade partners are still Canada and Mexico, she said. 

 

4. Committee Reports: 

a. PRP packet and event planning – Greg Gardner 

Greg Gardner discussed changes to the PRP packet that was distributed.  He 

stressed that the PRP information is due by Jan. 31, 2011.   

b. EDC website content review – Stan Greil 

Stan Greil stated that the website will be handed over to the Regents next fiscal 

year. 

 

5. Approval of 2010-11 EDC Action Plan deliverables 

 

Tabled until next EDC meeting. 

 

6. EDC advisory capacity 

a. Communication with Council of Presidents 

b. EDC Position Paper discussion 

Tabled until next EDC meeting. 

7. State Regents update – Tony Hutchison, Vice Chancellor for Strategic Planning & 

Analysis and Workforce & Economic Development, OSRHE 

 

Tony Hutchison stated that there is a Regents meeting Nov. 10 to approve OSRHE’s 

budget request.  They will ask the Legislature to fill the $58-59 million gap that will be 

created by the expiration of the stimulus funds and will request an increase for health, 

retirement and scholarships funds.  Tony also stated that he will be speaking at the Regents 

Education program on Nov. 16 for the governing board regents.  
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8. Council of Presidents’ Economic & Community Development Committee update – 

Connie Lake, OSRHE 

 

Connie gave a brief update on the COP meeting. 

Academic Affairs committee - Institution Function Policy – After the State Regents 

moratorium on 2-year colleges offering bachelor’s degrees and 4-year colleges offering 

associate’s degrees issued in March, the Academic Affairs staff is continuing to review 

studies and other state policies at legislative and coordinating levels.  Connie said that the 

Enrollment Management Conference will be Wednesday, Feb. 23, 2011 at OU-Memorial 

Union.  Institutions are encouraged to bring teams of eight or more.  The sessions will be of 

interest to enrollment mangers, financial officers, faculty and students. It is an opportunity 

for institutions to share their presentations with fellow institutions. They are soliciting ideas 

for speakers. 

 

Economic & Community Development committee -  

Connie said that funding providers are asking about the impact of the $4.5 million Nursing 

and Allied Healthcare grants provided by the state regents in FY07.  Tony shared with 

them the need to have consistent and accurate data reporting on the Nursing and Allied 

Healthcare grants.  The state regents’ office will provide a template for the institutions to 

complete which will be reviewed by the president and the chief academic officers. 

 

Connie also stated the Higher ED day at the Capital is Feb. 22, 2011. 

 

9. Bring Successes! – be prepared to share in two minutes what’s happening at your 

institution.   
Jerry Cook – NSU has had success with the President’s Advisory Council, which is made 

up on various community leaders who serve as their advocates out in the community. He 

said NSU is totally committed to expanding on MPM, but the EDC needs to have a 

candid discussion about budget issues surrounding MPM. 

  

Cecil Carter–MSC will participate in a walk-through of the 10,000 square foot building in 

Mill Creek. He has helped the community get more than $1 million over the last three 

years.  

 

Greg Gardner–OCCC is hosting a Reach Higher conference for the State Regents on Dec. 

2. It has been at 4-year institutions in the past but in order to push the 2-year effort, 

OCCC is the first 2-year to host. Reach Higher is being promoted to the business 

community and they are working to ensure that it is business friendly. 

 

Heather Kay – OSU-OKC is getting a 90 ft wind turbine on the corner of 10th and 

Portland. It is orange and black (instead of the standard white) and will power the new 

engineering building. 

 

Susan Waldron–NEO A&M received a Title III grant for a Native American Success 

Center and they have formed a hiring committee for the center.  They also are working 
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with NSU and RSU on MPM and have begun working with local industries, such as 

Umicore, to develop a Process Technology degree. 

 

Ray Brown–RSU will host an economic gardening conference Nov. 17. 

 

Rick Wetherill–ECU finished the second of three arts forums and the arts incubators.  

They also have “upgreened” more than 200 jobs in two years. 

 

Kathy Hendrick–SOSU spoke about an article in the Site Section Magazine that ranks 

every state by incentives. OK ranked 23
rd

.  Kathy will scan and send to EDC members. 

 

Robert Lindley–UCO has a successful program result from a faculty/staff program 

prioritization task force. They are evaluating every unit and grading them on their work 

on their stated goals and strategic plan. 

 

10. New Business 

 

During the successes discussion, Ray Brown raised the issue of higher education-related 

business assistance centers, SBDCs and incubators being subject to the Open Records 

Act which can compromise client confidentiality. Career Tech was excluded from the 

Open Records Act in legislation passed last session, but Higher Ed was not a part of that 

effort. The EDC members agreed to pass the information on to OSRHE legislative staff 

and the COP and to vouch for the necessity of such a measure. 

 

11. Adjournment  
 

There being no further business to come before the Council, the meeting adjourned at 

4:10 p.m. 


