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Minutes of the 

Economic Development Council 

Meeting and Retreat 
February 10, 2009 

Regents Conference Room 

Oklahoma City, OK 

 

Members present: 

Larry Bohannon, CASC, (Via Conf. Call); Barbara Gilbertson, EOSC; Linda Tillman, 

LU; Rick Wetherill, ECU; Cecil Carter, MSC; Ray Murphy, NSU; Judy Colwell, NOC; 

Greg Gardner, OCCC; Diane Murphy, PSU, (Via Video); Jack Bryant, RCC; Ray Brown, 

RSU; Stan Greil, RSC; Larry Smith, SSC; Kathy Hendrick, SOSU; Marvin Hankins, 

SWOSU; Mary Philpott, TCC; Robert Lindley, UCO; James Pappas, OU; Erik Guzik, 

USAO; and Lisa Greenlee, WOSC 

 

Guests present: 

Ed Vineyard, NOC-Enid; Scott Lee and Connie Lake OSRHE staff. 

 

1. Welcome Chairperson Larry Smith called the meeting to order at 1:30 p.m.  Introductions 

were made and guests were welcomed. 

2. Approval of December 9, 2008 EDC meeting minutes 
Upon a motion duly made, seconded, and carried, the minutes of the December 9, 2008 

meeting of the Economic Development Council be approved as presented. 

 

3. Main topic: Making Place Matter – Sid Hudson, OSRHE 

The meeting was adjourned due to multiple tornado evacuations before Sid Hudson was 

able to make his presentation.  This item was moved to the March agenda. 

 

4. Best Practice Presentation – Designing and Building a Facility with an Economic 

Development Mission by Stan Greil, Rose State College 

 The chair introduced Stan Greil.  Stan shared with the council the process of designing, 

building, and opening the Rose State Training Facility.  Through a $7.6 million bond that 

was passed by a vote of the people, the facility was opened on August 24, 2007.  During 

the design phase, Stan noted several challenges, where to locate the facility and 

determining the vision and mission for it.  They decided to make the layout a user-focused 

design incorporating 13 classrooms in quad format, a 100 person seminar room, a 30 laptop 

computer lab among other things including two coffee bars similar to Starbucks.  Distance 

learning room, executive conference room, Tinker offices, and safe room for the nearby 

daycare facility are all part of the 32,000 square feet.  Rose State’s vision for the training 

center is for it to provide the college with a reliable revenue source.  The institution covers 

the payroll for the 11 full-time staff at the training center. Since its opening, it has served 

14,000 people. 
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5. Partnership Recognition Program update – Connie Lake, OSRHE 

 The chair recognized Connie Lake to share with the Council the latest on the 

Partnership Recognition Program.  She noted that today is the due date for the submission 

of all the materials related to the program.  Everything is on track for this event. 

 Connie mentioned the Making Place Matter project and the fact that it will have an 

accountability component for institutional involvement in economic and community 

development.  The EDC members will have a crucial role in this project.  Sid will brief 

them on the specifics as we get closer to rolling it out. 

 She shared with the Council the Regents’ requests for accountability on the State 

Regents’ Economic Development Grants.  If your institution received a grant and has not 

submitted its final report, she suggests doing it soon to avoid a possible audit. 

 Two other items Connie talked about where the upcoming OCI conference on March 24 

and 25 at the Reed Center in Midwest City and the IEDC webinar to be broadcast at the 

State Regents’ office on February 25 from 2:30 to 4 p.m.  She asked if they were interested 

in the State Regents having their booth at the OCI conference again this year.  The 

consensus was “yes.”   

 

6. Entrepreneurship Conference – Scott Lee, OSRHE 

The chair recognized Scott Lee. Scott spoke briefly about the Innovation Interactive 

entrepreneurship conference in Norman on the 23
rd

 and 24
th

 of February. Scott invited the 

EDC members to attend and also encouraged the EDC members to share the hand out 

information with the students on their respective campuses. 

Scott also spoke about the reemployment committee at the Oklahoma Department of 

Commerce. The committee is meeting to look at ways to better serve Oklahoma workers 

who have or are in danger of becoming dislocated from their employers. Scott then shared 

some unemployment data, broken down by county with the EDC. He also recommended to 

the EDC members to make contact with their local WIB’s. 

 

7. Perception Study report – Erik Guzik, committee  chair 
The chair recognized Erik Guzik. Erik updated the EDC on the dissemination of the 

results on the perception survey taken at the workforce and economic development 

conference. Erik explained that there were 58 respondents and that the responses seemed to 

indicate a general awareness of our economic development efforts. Erik also mentioned 

that the results could be bias as the respondents were workforce and economic development 

professionals. He mentioned the survey would be a good tool for the colleges and 

universities to use in their communities. Erik was interrupted by two tornado warnings. He 

was unable to finish his presentation. 

 

8. Bring Successes! – be prepared to share in two minutes what’s happening at your 

institution.   
Due to the tornados, EDC chairman Larry Smith, motioned to adjourn the meeting 

early. Meeting was adjourn at 2:45pm 

 

9. Adjournment  
 


