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Minutes of the 

Economic Development Council 

Meeting 
December 8, 2009 

Central Oklahoma Workforce Investment Board (COWIB) 

Oklahoma City, OK 

 

Members present: 

Arun Tilak, CU; Rick Wetherill, ECU; Barbara Gilbertson, EOSC; Tim Faltyn, NEO 

A&M; Judy Colwell, NOC; Greg Gardner, OCCC; Tom Gray, OSU; Jack Bryant, RCC; 

Ray Brown, RSU; Stan Greil, RSC; Larry Smith, SSC; Mary Philpott, TCC; Robert 

Lindley, UCO; Erik Guzik, USAO; Lisa Greenlee, WOSC 

 

Guests present: 

Cal Hobson, OU; Anita Gordy-Watkins, OSU-IT; Heather Kay, OSU-OKC; Evelyn 

Bollenbach, OSU-OKC; Victoria Armstrong, RSC; Traci Schwerdtfeger, NOC; Eddie 

Forman, COWIB; Karen Davidson, SWWIB; Darcy Melendez, TWFIB; Bill Edwards, 

NEWIB; Kerry Manning, SWIB; Lisa Thomas, SCOWIB; Emelia Ross, Renae Brill, and 

Connie Lake OSRHE staff. 

 

1. Welcome 

Vice Chairperson Stan Greil called the meeting to order at 1:30 p.m. 

2. Introductions of all members and guests  

Introductions were made and guests were welcomed by Vice Chairperson Stan Greil 

3. Approval of November 2-3, 2009 EDC meeting minutes 
 

Upon a motion duly made, seconded, and carried, the minutes of the November 2-3, 2009 

meeting of the Economic Development Council were approved as presented. 

 

4. Update from committee chairs 

 

Larry Smith updated the EDC members on the Partnership Recognition Committee.  

Larry stated that everything looked good.  He asked everyone to please communicate 

with their partners.  Each committee member was handed a packet with four components: 

 Timeline 

 Overview 

 Summary cover page 

 Plaque order form.  

 

Tom Gray updated the EDC members on the Statewide Internship Committee.  Tom 

stated that after the holidays the committee will get together.  He will have an update at 

the February EDC meeting. 
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5. Collaborative meeting with LWIB Directors: 

 

Overview of EDC & Higher Education Resources, Stan Greil, Vice President for 

Corporate and Continuing Education at Rose State College 

 

Stan spoke about how the Economic Development Council was created in 2003 to help 

bring the 25 higher education institutions and economic development professionals 

within the state together to form an advisory council.  The mission of the Economic 

Development Council is to identify and prioritize specific actions that lead to the creation 

of a high quality environment through the efficient use of resources, college graduates are 

retained, new businesses are developed, existing businesses are grown, and out-of-state 

businesses are attracted to Oklahoma.  The leadership is made up of seven members, 

three from a four-year institution, three from a two-year institution, and a chair of the 

EDC.  The Chair and Vice Chair duties are shared between a four-year and a two-year 

institution.  He also stated that there are four key goals in 2010, which are: to market and 

produce results; to promote colleges and universities as resources for local and regional 

workforce; to build quality relationships, partnerships and alliances; and to provide 

support to EDC members for business expansion. 

 

Stan also spoke about the MPM – Regional Stewardship.  He stated that there are four 

key components, Innovative Economy, Livable Community, Social Inclusion, and 

Collaborative Governance.  Lastly, he spoke about the best practices and how they are 

presented by a different institution at each monthly meeting of the Council. 

 

Success of Summer Youth Program 2009, Darcy Melendez, Director of Tulsa Area WIB 

 

Darcy stated the WIB is the best thing for economic development having formerly 

worked in economic development.  The two areas compliment each other and work well 

together especially in the area of business recruitment and the available workforce. She 

further stated that there are an estimated 20,000 people looking for work in the Tulsa 

area. Darcy mentioned Mayor Taylor’s involvement with the Tulsa area WIB as an active 

board member, and her assistance in developing several workforce and youth programs. 

 

In Program Year 2009 (July 1, 2009 to June 30, 2010), Tulsa area WIB had a $3 million  

($3,029,906.77) in formula budget, which are allocated regional funds from DoL, and an 

additional $2.2 million in ARRA funds (one-time stimulus money). Together of course 

they total slightly over $5 million in funding for the 2009 Program Year.  Over the past 

few years, the Tulsa Region has had reductions in our formula budget losing up to 15% 

of their annual allocation due to strong employment numbers. However, those less 

fortunate, such as Eastern WIB, Muskogee Area, have received more funding.  Darcy 

states that their relative regional employment health made them believe that their 

allocated budget may stay the same or have a slight reduction in PY2010.  
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She stated that the Tulsa area WIB provides a variety of services to employers to help 

them meet their strategic workforce needs.  Here are a few examples:  

 Support an organization’s recruiting efforts 

 Direct employers to appropriate providers of workforce development 

programs  

 Assist in the development of grant applications 

 

Darcy also spoke about the many different ways they can help organizations. 

 Identify performance gaps 

 Design and develop custom training responses 

 Deliver state of the art management training and organization 

development programs 

 

She spoke about the ways they help employers address strategic human resources issues: 

 Developing a comprehensive staffing plan 

 Creating cost-effective workforce retention programs 

 Dealing with issues of growth, downsizing, or implementing new 

product or business processes 

 

6. New Business 

 

Jack Bryant stated that the Economic Development website will expire in 14 days.  The 

cost to renew the domain is $59.00.  Upon a motion duly made, seconded, and carried, it 

was approved for the EDC to pay for the renewal of the EDC Website. 

 

Anita Gordy-Watkins stated that the November 14th edition of the “The Economist” 

magazine (Economist.com) page 40…article on the status of Oklahoma’s economy, 

relatively stable in light of the nation’s recession. 

 

Connie Lake spoke about the MPM follow-up meeting with the contact person from each 

institution held on November 30
th

.  She mentioned the specific reporting expectations for 

institutional projects, including preliminary reports on priorities and roadmaps being due 

on January 15
th

, with a deadline of April 15
th

 for final reports. 

 

7. Adjournment  
 

There being no further business to come before the Council, the meeting adjourned at 

2:45 p.m. 

 

 


