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Minutes of the 

Economic Development Council 
June 10, 2008 

 

 

Members present: 

Peter Abramo, CU; Cecil Carter, MSC; Patti Wilber, NWOSU; Larry Smith, SSC; 

Martha Gilbertson, EOSC; Ray Murphy, NSU; Jack Bryant, RCC; Robert Lindley, UCO; 

Stan Greil, RSC; Bill Able, NEO; and Ray Brown; RSU. 

    

Guests present: 

OSRHE staff including Connie Lake, Cynthia Fuston and Cinnamon Bock (via video). 

 

 

1. Chairperson Jack Bryant called the meeting to order. 

 

2. Cecil Carter made a motion to approve the minutes from April’s meeting.  Larry Smith 

seconded the motion.  The motion was passed. 

 

3. Peter Abramo gave the best practice presentation about technology based economic 

development (TBED).  Through the use of technology, geography is less important.  TBED 

is important to further benefit the citizens of the community.  Entrepreneurs can start a 

technology business anywhere.  Communities that are empowered to support TBED have 

both locally and global economies.   

 

4. The council selected Cecil Carter, Stan Greil, Erik Guzik, and Patti Wilber to serve on the 

executive committee.  Peter Abramo being the vice chair in 2007-08 will become the chair 

of the Council in 2008-09 and the vice chair is Larry Smith. James Pappas of OU will 

represent the comprehensive tier on the executive committee. 

 

5. Connie Lake shared with the Council the planning of the GEDT annual training retreat to 

be held on August 12 and 13 in Stillwater.  Tom Gray as chair of the GEDT extended an 

invitation to the EDC members to attend this event.  Connie also shared the sad news that 

Cinnamon has submitted her resignation and will be leaving in August. 

 

6. Dr. Paul Risser talked about the EGDE Research Endowment Fund.  This fund was started 

out of the EDGE project in 2003-04.  EDGE focuses attracting new money into Oklahoma 

to benefit research, education, health and the business community.  The EDGE project 

strengthens economy and improves the overall quality of life.  The endowment fund allows 

partnerships to apply for funding.  This funding must be used to increase research, form or 

grow a company, and be leverage for other funding.  To find out more on EDGE or the 

endowment, please visit okedge.org.   

 

7. Chairperson Jack Bryant adjourned the meeting. 


