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Economic Development Council 
March 13, 2007 

Regents Conference Room  

Oklahoma City, OK 

 

Members present: 

Peter Abramo, CU; Ray Brown, RSU; Jack Bryant, RCC; Cecil Carter, MSC; Stan Greil, 

RSC; Marvin Hankins, SWOSU; Kathy Hendrick, SOSU; Mac McCrory, OSU-OKC; 

Ray Murphy, NSU; Mary Ann Philpott, TCC; Nina Ritchie, CASC; Justin Smedley, 

CareerTech; Steve Smith, EOSC; Linda Tillman, LU; Rick Wetherill, ECU; and Patti 

Wilbur, NWOSU. 

    

Guests present: 

Tom Gray, OSU; Steve Glazien, NOC; Vikki Dearing, ODOC; Cinnamon Bock, CU and 

OSRHE staff including Cynthia Fuston, Connie Lake, Debbie Terlip, and Christie Jones. 

 

 

1. Chairperson Patti Wilber called the meeting to order.    

 

2. Jack Bryant, RCC, updated the group about the partnership Recognition Program.  Twenty-

two institutions nominated a business partner.  The Council was provided a list of dates 

pertaining to the upcoming reception.  Specifically these dates were when: the program will 

be, April 24 at 4:30 pm; where: at Redlands Community College; and that the photos for 

the program and slide presentation are due March 16.  These photos are to be sent to Meg 

Canon the Communicator’s Council representative. 

 

Jack also shared with the Council the success of the SOIC conference that was held on 

March 8, 2007 at Redlands Community College.  The conference had been rescheduled to 

March 8 because of the cancellation of the original conference due to an ice storm.  The 

conference had 115 registered participants and 125 in attendance. 

 

3. Justin Smedley from CareerTech shared with the group his role at CareerTech.  Mr. 

Smedley is over the Business and Service Industry group.  Justin looks forward to working 

with individuals of the Council and the Council as a whole to create an environment that 

fosters communication and economic development throughout Oklahoma’s postsecondary 

education system.  

 

Mr. Smedley provided CareerTech’s annual report and Careertech Champions Flyer to the 

council.   

 

4. Marvin Hankins, SWOSU presented a best practice on SWOSU’s internship program that 

is supported by the State Regents’ Economic Development Enrichment funds.  This 

program allows students to gain real world experience by working toward a solution for a 

local business while having the support of the University.  This is a competitive program in 

which the students are recommended by the business department faculty, and the students 

must apply for the positions similar to applying for a job position.  These students go 
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through the whole interview process for these internship positions.  At this point in the 

program and based on the reputation of the program, businesses in the area come to the 

University with research problems for the students to solve. 

  

5. Connie Lake, Assistant Vice Chancellor, reminded the group that the next meeting would 

take place at the Weather Center in Norman and would be April 17 and the not usual EDC 

meeting date and time.  Mrs. Lake also told the Council that she had recently setup 

usernames and passwords for each of the Council members to access 

edthewiki.okhighered.org site.  None of the members had questions or comments regarding 

their accounts.  Mrs. Lake did say that if the members had any problems in accessing 

edthewiki.okhighered.org, then to contact her for help.   

 

Mrs. Lake had not attended the President’s Economic and Community Development 

Committee meeting this month; therefore, she had no report for the Council from the 

presidents. 

 

6. Nina Ritchie shared with the Council the specifics about the upcoming Economic Summit 

that will be held on Friday, April 27
th

 at the McAlester Expo Center from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.  

They are expecting the Chancellor, Dr. Berkenbile, and Jari Askins to name a few. 

 

7. Chairperson Patti Wilbur adjourned the meeting. 


