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Economic Development Council 
December 12, 2006 

Regents Conference Room  

Oklahoma City, OK 

 

Members present: 

Peter Abramo, CU; Ray Brown, RSU; Jack Bryant, RCC; Cecil Carter, MSC; Marvin 

Hankins, SWOSU; Mac McCrory, OSU-OKC; Diane Murphey, OPSU; Ray Murphy, 

NSU; Nina Ritchie, CASC; Larry Smith, SSC; Randy Smith, WOSC; Roger Stacy, NOC; 

Jerry Steward, OCCC; Rick Wetherill, ECU; and Patti Wilbur, NWOSU. 

    

Guests present: 

Vikki Dearing, ODOC; OSRHE staff including Cynthia Fuston, Connie Lake, Hugh 

McCrabb, and Christie Jones. 

 

1. Chairperson Patti Wilber called the meeting to order.  Chairperson Wilber welcomed the 

members and recognized guests.  Nina Ritchie was recognized for now being an EDI 

graduate.  Congratulations, Nina!  Dr. Wilber also mentioned that the next EDI is in 

Indianapolis March 25 – 29, 2007 for those interested in pursuing this form of professional 

development. 

 

2. Jack Bryant made a motion to approve the minutes for the November meeting and the 

motion was seconded by Roger Stacy. The motion was carried and the minutes approved. 

 

3. Kurt Snodgrass, Vice Chancellor for Information Technology and Telecommunication, 

OSRHE presented on using technology to promote economic development from two 

different perspectives, grassroots and advanced IT.  Mr. Snodgrass shared his ideas on how 

institutions could promote economic development within their respective regions by 

providing IT support services to local public entities that otherwise do not have the 

resources.  Mr. Snodgrass further explained the benefits of being a member of the NRL and 

how being a member can benefit economic development.  The NLR provides a unique 

partnership between higher education entities across the United States.  Because the NLR 

has a broad acceptable use policy, private entities can partner with a higher education 

entities and gain assess to the network.    

 

4. Roger Stacy, Northern Oklahoma College, presented on the Oklahoma Partnership for 

Industry and Education.  This partnership is made up of higher education entities such as 

colleges and universities, CareerTech centers, and businesses including OGE.  Thru 

creating synergy, this partnership helps businesses train and attract a qualified workforce.  

This partnership has been successful for the past 10 years.   

 

5. Ray Brown, Rogers State University, provided information on the Innovation Center that 

was recently opened on the RSU campus.  Thru the center, there are three incubators 

throughout northeast Oklahoma including Claremore, Bartlesville, and Miami.  This center 

also provides additional services to businesses such as counseling, training, research, and 

resources.  The benefits of utilizing the center’s services are cost savings, networking 
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opportunities, state tax incentives, technical assistance, and training.  The biggest challenge 

facing the center at RSU is finding qualified clients.   

 

6. The committees reported back to the full council on the changes made to the work plan at 

the EDC Retreat in November.  The chairperson for each of the six committees will 

provide the changes in writing to Connie Lake by December 19
th

 to be compiled in a 

summary report for the February Presidents’ Council meeting.  The report will be available 

for discussion at the EDC meeting in January. 

 

7. Jack Bryant, RCC discussed with the group the development of an EDC website.  The 

website will be development by a student at Cameron University and possibly hosted by 

Redlands.  However, it will be a stand alone site and not part of Redlands website making it 

transparent to the viewers as the official site for the EDC.  The site will include business 

services for each campus as well as a showcase of successful partnerships. Jerry Steward 

motioned for Mr. Bryant to identify a domain name for the full council to approve.  Upon 

approval, purchase the domain name on behalf of the EDC.  Cecil Carter seconded the 

motion, and the motion passed.  Jack Bryant will provide an example of the site at the EDC 

meeting in January.   

 

8. Connie Lake, Assistant Vice Chancellor, told the group that the Presidents’ Council had 

charged her with creating and implementing a survey of Oklahoma businesses to determine 

the internship opportunities available now and potential opportunities available in the 

future.   

 

9. Other business discussed with EDC included SOIC’s 2
nd

 Annual Conference at Quartz 

Mountain on January 12.  Vikki Dearing informed the group that Dell is hiring another 800 

people in Oklahoma City.    

 

10. Chairperson Patti Wilbur adjourned the meeting. 


