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Economic Development Council 
October 10, 2006 

Regents Conference Room  

Oklahoma City, OK 

 

Members present: 

Peter Abramo, CU; Ray Brown, RSU; Roy Cail, OSU-OKM; Cecil Carter, MSC; Marvin 

Hankins, SWOSU; Kathy Hendrick, SOSU; Mary Ann Philpott, TCC; Mac McCrory, 

OSU-OKC; Diane Murphey, OPSU; Ray Murphy, NSU; Nina Ritchie, CASC; Randy 

Smith, WOSC; Steve Smith, EOSC; Roger Stacy, NOC; Jerry Steward, OCCC; Linda 

Tillman, LU; Rick Wetherill, ECU; and Patti Wilbur, NWOSU. 

    

Guests present: 

Meg Cannon, RCC; Steve Barker and Vikki Dearing, ODOC; OSRHE staff including 

Cynthia Fuston, Sid Hudson, Connie Lake and Christie Jones. 

 

1. Chairperson Patti Wilber called the meeting to order.   

 

2. Ray Brown made a motion to approve the minutes and it was seconded by Cecil Carter. 

The motion was passed and the minutes approved. 

 

3. Guest speaker, Debra Stuart, Vice Chancellor for Administration, OSRHE presented on the 

Making Place Matter project.  This project consists of regional stewardship and community 

engagement which are aspects of economic development.  The benefits of using this 

approach are that it leverages regional resources, retains college graduates in the 

communities, and provides students with a service learning experience to name a few. 

 

4. Ray Murphy of NSU’s gave a best-practice presentation on 

OklahomaVirtualCommunity.com.  Mr. Murphy provided the council an update on 

additional features, data, and successful uses of the site since his last presentation.  Mr. 

Murphy demonstrated the new reports section that has been added the site.  Also, now 

available on this site is the data for all surrounding states.  OkHealthFinder is a new 

addition and can be used to locate healthcare providers within a specific area.  

 

5. The bylaw changes were briefly discussed.  Nina Ritchie made a motion to accept all the 

changes as discussed which impacts what constitutes a quorum and months for nominating 

and voting on the members of the executive committee.  Cecil Carter seconded the motion.  

The motion was carried and the changes were approved. 

 

6. The council broke-up into the work plan committee assignments based on work plan goals.  

The working committees are chaired by a member of the EDC Executive Committee. 

 

7. Committee Reports:  

 

Peter, the chair of the committee responsible for the booth at the Governor’s Summit on 

Workforce and Economic Development, briefed the council on the arrangements for the 
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booth.  Drafts of the EDC brochure and posters for the booth were available for the council 

to review and provide feedback. 

 

Mac, the retreat committee chair, passed out a tentative agenda for the upcoming retreat in 

Enid on November 9-10, 2006.  The council was reminded of the urgency to make hotel 

arrangements and to RSVP.  The committee needs a headcount for meals being provided. 

 

8. State Regents report – Connie Lake, Assistant Vice Chancellor, told the group that six 

members were taking advantage of the scholarship for EDI.  Ms. Lake distributed the goals 

the Presidents’ Economic and Community Development committee that were approved at 

the Council of Presidents’ meeting on October 4, 2006.  Those goals included a statewide 

internship program and support of the EDC’s work.  Ms. Lake reminded the group of the 

deadline for the report on the use of the Economic Development Partnership Recognition 

funds. 

 

9. No other business was discussed.  

 

10. Chairperson Patti Wilbur adjourned the meeting. 


