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Economic Development Council 

November 8, 2005 

Regents Conference Room, 2
nd

 Floor 

Oklahoma City, OK 
 

 

 

Members present: 

Peter Abramo, CU; Ann Ackerman, OCCC; Joe Alexander, OSU; Ray Brown, RSU; Roy Cail, OSU-

OKM; Jim Genandt, NEO; Stan Griel, RSC; Marvin Hankins, SWOSU; Cheryl Marrs, TCC; Diane 

Murphey, OPSU; Ray Murphy, NSU; Gregory Washington, LU; and Patti Wilbur, NWOSU. 

    

Guests present: 

Ron Pennington, NSU; Vikki Dearing, ODOC; Tom Gray, OSU; Larry Grummer, OCCC; Carol Hoadley, 

OU; a representative from WOSC; and OSRHE staff including: Cynthia Fuston, Connie Lake, and Sid 

Hudson. 

 

 

1. Vice - Chairperson Patti Wilbur called the meeting to order.   

 

2. The minutes from the October 4, 2005 meeting were motioned for approval by Ann Ackerman. Roy Cail 

seconded this motion and the minutes were approved.   

 

3. Sheri Stickley, Vice President of State Science and Technology Institute (SSTI), presented about SSTI.  SSTI, a 

nationwide network, was started in 1996 as a resource available for those involved in technology-based 

economic development thru a network of practitioners and policymakers dedicated to improving the economy 

through science and technology.  Technology based economic development is defined as an approach to 

economic development that encourages creation and growth of knowledge based companies.   

 

SSTI has noticed a trend in economic development in colleges and universities.  Traditionally, colleges and 

universities are involvement in agriculture and industrial extensions and providing economic research statistics.  

In the last ten years, the trend has been on campuses to combine the economic development and technology 

transfer functions together.  Recently, the movement is to separate the functions of economic development and 

technology transfer.  Universities are taking on more responsibility for directly impacting the economy of their 

own communities, regions, and states.  They are engaging their communities and exploring how university 

resources can be deployed to benefit the community. 

 

To learn more about SSTI visit their website at www.ssti.org or contact Sheri directly by telephone at 405/315-

1587 or by email at stickley@ssti.org.  

 

4. Ray Murphy, NSU, demonstrated the GIS system in Oklahoma Virtual Community.  This system is a database 

which allows a user to access data by specific city, region or the entire state of Oklahoma.  Available data 

includes demographics, education, health, traffic, and workforce information.  NSU is looking to expand this by 

providing data to neighboring states.   

 

This system can be utilized by businesses and industry looking to expand or relocate to a specific area.  A 

business or industry can determine what location would fit their needs.  Oklahoma Virtual Community even has 

data on available office and warehouse space available in an area.  The web address is 

www.oklahomavirtualcommunity.com.  

 

5. Larry Grummer, OCCC, shared information on OCCC’s automotive program.  This program has been in 

existence since 1978.  Since then, partnerships have been created with General Motors, Firestone, Hibdon, 
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Hunter Engineering Company, AcDelco and Metropolitan Automotive Dealership Association.  Twenty five 

hundred people utilize the facility annually.  Training is provided for AcDelco and General Motors Technicians 

as well Hunter Engineering and Metropolitan Automotive Dealership Association.  Hunter Engineering has 

provided over $180,000 in new equipment and rotates the stock each quarter.   

 

Oklahoma’s auto dealers maintain a multi-BILLION dollar retail industry.  Auto dealers employ over 13,600 

people in Oklahoma, with an average salary of $37,395.  Auto dealers account for 13.2% of the total state retail 

payroll.  These dealers sell $8 billion in new auto each year.   

 

6. Sid Hudson, Vice-Chancellor, OSRHE, announced that Ann Ackerman is leaving OCCC in January to become 

the Chief Executive Officer of Leadership Oklahoma.  Ann’s service to higher education and economic 

development as well as OCCC will be missed.  

 

7. Connie Lake, Assistant Vice Chancellor, OSRHE, informed the council that 11 proposals were submitted to the 

latest round of the Economic Development Grants for a total of $1.4 million.  The awards will be made at the 

December State Regents’ meeting and every potential awardee will be notified in writing about the status of their 

proposal submission.   

 

Ms. Lake brought the idea of the Economic Development Grant Partnership Recognition Program to the council.  

This is an award program that will highlight partnerships with businesses at a reception.  Stan Griel motioned to 

approve the recognition program and leave it to Regents’ Staff to determine the details.  Ann Ackerman 

seconded the motion and it was passed.   

 

8. A draft of the 2005-06 EDC work plan was distributed to the Council.  The members were asked to review it and 

to let Connie know which area they would prefer to work as a group on finalizing the work plan.  There was 

discussion on the whether the document was really a strategic plan for the Council or an annual work plan.  

There was consensus among the members that the document was more of a strategic plan for the Council with 

short and long term goals and that finalizing it will lay the foundation for the development of future work plans 

for the Council. 

 

9. Other Business: no new business. 

 

10. The next EDC meeting will be held on December 13
th
, 2005 in the Regents’ Conference Room. 

 

11. Vice - Chairperson Patti Wilbur adjourned the meeting. 


