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MEETING OF THE COUNCIL ON STUDENT AFFAIRS 

Regents Conference Room 

655 Research Parkway 

 

Dr. Will Wayne, Presiding 

 

Thursday, July 11, 2013 

10:00 a.m. 

 

AGENDA 

 

1. Welcome –  Dr. Will Wayne, Council Chair 
 
Will Wayne, chair, called the meeting to order at 10:10 a.m. and reminded council members that there will not be 
an August meeting. 
 
2. Approval of June 13, 2013 Minutes – Dr. Will Wayne 

 

Upon motion duly made, the minutes from the June 13, 2013 meeting were approved as distributed.  
 

REPORTS AND INFORMATION OF INTEREST TO THE COUNCIL 

            
3. Screening for Mental Health:  College Response – Pam Boatwright – OSRHE Staff 
 
Pam explained she had received a grant from the Department of Mental Health and Substance Abuse 
Services, which is currently pending OSRHE approval.   One of the major components of the FY 2014 
grant is an online anonymous screening tool for college students.  Approximately 25% of the population 
in the US have some form of mental health problem.  The goal is if students are screened and treated 
early, they can avoid progressing to serious or life changing mental health disorders.     
 
The grant will also provide online self-screening for mental health issues such as depression, bi-polar 
disorder, PTSD, generalized anxiety disorder and alcohol use.  The online screening process is 
completely anonymous.  A student can take it more than once and the data can be downloaded and 
analyzed by the participating schools, either quarterly, monthly or even more often than that.  Students 
who take the online screenings will receive campus specific information on how to contact their campus 
counseling office. Data collected from participants will be compiled anonymously and aggregated before 
being provided to the Oklahoma Department of Mental Health and Substance Abuse Services.   The grant 
will be offered to 20 colleges and universities, in addition to two kits for national depression screening 
day and national alcohol screening day.   
 
4. Campus Pantry – John Bobb-Semple, Project Manager, Torri Christian, Regional Food Bank  
      Director of Public Policy, & Dr. Sharra Hynes, Director, UCO 
 
John Bobb-Semple introduced the term “food insecurities” defined as not knowing where your next meal 
will be coming from.  One in six Oklahomans are known to be food insecure.  This includes children, 
elderly, and college students.  He explained that students participating in the backpack program, where a 
backpack of food is sent home with each students in the program, (13,500 students served this last year), 
after school feeding students programs, and school pantry etc., eventually go to college.  With the cost of 
tuition, living expenses, etc., food becomes or continues to be a challenge.  Student organizations are 
aware that hunger and poverty are an issue, even though they themselves are the exact same target.  Also 
included in this group, are international students who have enough money to travel across the world to 
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get an education, but not enough money to have food to eat.  This is not a matter of homelessness or 
unemployment.   

 
John further explained that every $1 donation was turned into five (5) meals and 96% of every $1 
donated goes to fighting hunger and 4% goes for administration costs.   
 
The costs involved in setting up a food pantry on campus would include items such as shelving, tables, 
space, staffing, and actual food.  Working with the area Food Bank is one way of obtaining the needed 
food, but also partnering with local business and smaller local grocery stores.  Definitely a need, and with 
the support of Regional Food Bank and other successful Campus Pantry’s, it is absolutely possible to set 
up on any campus. 
 
5. Student Substance Abuse Survey Update – Debbie Terlip – OSRHE Staff 
 
Kermit McMurry spoke for Debbie Terlip who was unable to attend due to flight delays.  The survey was 
sent out and completed.  Kermit mentioned sharing the best practices results with the council at the 
September meeting or in October at the Student Leadership Retreat.  He reminded the council that this 
information was for them only; however, the Student Advisory Board has expressed interest in the 
findings since substance abuse by college students was also part of their work plan.   
 
6. Student Leadership Retreat Update – Debbie Terlip – OSRHE Staff 
 
Kermit reminded the council of the 2013 Student Leadership Retreat on October 10 – 11, at the Embassy 
Suites Hotel, in Norman, OK.  The theme this year is “Becoming Agents of Change!”  All speakers and 
session leaders have been identified and have agreed to participate.  
 
7. Friends of COSA Account – Dr. Will Wayne 
 
Will reminded the council the purpose of “Friends of COSA” account, which among other things, allows 
the council to purchase items that cannot be paid for with general funds.  It was recommended council 
members submit a donation of $50 or less.  Checks should be made out to Friends of COSA and 
forwarded to Kermit. 
 
8. 2013-2014 Work Plan Discussion – Dr. Will Wayne 
 
Will asked the council to review and think about new items to add to the 2013-2014 Work Plan.  He 
suggested that the council give some thought to topics for professional development.  The work plan will 
be discussed at the September or October meeting.   
 

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT 
 
9. Grant Procurement  – Dr. Linda Mason, OSRHE Staff 

 
Linda explained that while we had all discussed needs, issues, problems and challenges, she was here to 
help find the solutions through the financial support of discretionary grants.  Many of the issues that 
higher education institutions specifically deal with are related to the attitudes and behaviors of students, 
not just the academic accomplishments or achievements.  Many grants are available to create programs 
that deal with students and prevent the challenges that may cause them to drop-out of school.  This may 
include programs to promote mental health, to alleviate hunger, or to prevent substance abuse and alcohol 
abuse.  Linda referenced the grant resource website http://www.okhighered.org/grant-opps/ that is 

http://www.okhighered.org/grant-opps/
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available to everybody and reminded them that her job was to help them find and apply for grants.  She 
also mentioned that she provides grant training free to campuses requesting her services.    
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS OR INVITATIONS 
 
10. Token of Appreciation – Dr. Will Wayne 

 

Postponed until September meeting. 
 
Upcoming Events 

 

 July 11-13, 2013 – Summer Institute  
 September 19, 2013 – Course Equivalency Project Faculty Meetings—UCO 
 September 19-20, 2013 — Campus Compact Heartland Conference – Hyatt Regency Tulsa 
 September 20, 2013 – 6th Annual Reading Conference 
 September 20, 2013 – Math Success Group – OU 
 September 20, 2013 – OACADA – CU 
 October 10-11, 2013 – Student Leadership Retreat 
 November 15, 2013 - Oklahoma Women in Higher Education – UCO 
 December 6, 2013 – Serving Student Veterans Conference – OCCC 

 
ADJOURNMENT 

 
There being no further business to come before the council, a motion and second were received, and the 
meeting adjourned at 11:50 a.m. 


