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1. Welcome and Introductions – Ruth Boyd 

The meeting was called to order at 10:05 a.m. Brennan Apostolo, Mike Jackson, Jason Johnson, 
Liz McGraw, Ryan Paul, Sheila Self, Rantz Trayler and Chad Wiginton were welcomed via 
video conference.  
 
2. Approval of September 14, 2017, Minutes – Ruth Boyd 

 
Upon motion duly made and seconded the minutes were approved as written. 
 
INFORMATION OF INTEREST TO THE COUNCIL 
 
3. Screening, Brief Intervention, and Referral to Treatment (SBIRT) – Angela Dickson, 
 Oklahoma Department of Mental Health and Substance Abuse Services 
 
Angela advised the council that SBIRT is a public health prevention intervention program for 
alcohol and drug misuse, as well as tobacco use and depression. She mentioned each screening 
tool and said self-reporting is the preferred method. Angela gave alcohol-related accidental 
injury statistics for college students between the ages of 18 and 24. She also mentioned the 
opioid epidemic in Oklahoma. The SBIRT program offers a screening tool for opioid use as well. 
In 2014, Oklahoma ranked in the top five for distribution of many common opioids with more 
overdose deaths involving hydrocodone or oxycodone than all illegal drugs and alcohol 
combined.  
 
A short video was shown demonstrating the screening process of a college student pertaining to 
their alcohol use.  
 
4. Oklahoma’s Promise Scholarship Changes – Bryce Fair 
 
Bryce reminded the council of the upcoming changes to the Oklahoma’s Promise scholarship: 

 Elimination of payment for noncredit remedial courses in college beginning in 2018-19; 
 Scholarship academic retention requirements; 
 The second income limit will be checked each year in college beginning in 2018-19; 
 Cap on the number of credit hours paid in college; 
 More postsecondary career technology certificate programs are authorized; 
 The family income limit at the time of application in the 8th – 10th grade has been 

increased to $55,000 adjusted gross income; later to $60,000. 
 



 
5. Predictive Analytics Survey Results – Brian Burkhart, OneNet 
 
Brian discussed the preliminary findings of the predictive analytics survey that COSA was asked 
to complete. Brian said the survey was reopened and encouraged those that had not yet 
participated to complete the survey. The main concern of the participants who have completed 
the survey was the cost of implementing a solution, training and maintenance. He said the next 
step is that a recommendation will be sent to the Higher Education Task Force for 
implementation of predictive analytics. Kermit asked Brian to elaborate on the purpose of 
analytics. Brian advised the council the purpose of predictive analytics is designed to increase 
course retention, increase degree completion and recoup costs to institutions.  
 
6. OOHLALA Student Technology Application – Emilia Lilly Wilkins-Bermudez 
 
Lilly reminded the council of the OOHLALA student experience management system and its 
purpose to engage students digitally and eliminate communication gaps amongst students and 
administrators. The mobile app will provide students a way to navigate their campus from a 
smartphone and help prevent them from missing critical information and/or opportunities. St. 
Gregory’s University is currently using the app. Lilly mentioned there is no fixed fee for the 
OOHLALA service and that the fee is tailored to each institution.   
 
7. St. Gregory’s University Closing – Emilia Lilly Wilkins-Bermudez 
 
Lilly announced that the Board of Directors at St. Gregory’s University decided to suspend 
operations at the campus due to denial of a USDA loan. She asked for the council’s help with 
transitioning students to other institutions.   
 
COUNCIL BUSINESS 
 
8. Student Leadership Retreat Summary and Future Planning – Debbie Terlip 
 
Debbie shared the highlights of the Student Leadership Retreat and student evaluation results 
with the council. She asked the council to begin thinking about whether or not the event will be 
held next year. Ruth mentioned the formal vote will be held at the December 14th COSA 
meeting.  Kermit thanked the council for encouraging their students to attend this event. He also 
thanked the planning committee and Rose State College. 
 
9. Mentoring Initiative Assignments – Ruth Boyd 
 
Ruth announced eight mentees were interested in participating in the 2017-18 Mentoring 
Initiative. The applications were reviewed by the executive committee this morning. Kermit will 
send out the mentor/mentee assignments. The mentees will be invited to the December COSA 
meeting and lunch afterward.  
  



10. Chair’s Conversation with Council on Instruction – Ruth Boyd 
 
Ruth will attend the Council on Instruction meeting this afternoon to give an update of the 2017-
18 COSA work plan and future initiatives working with COI. She will also invite the COI chair 
to attend a COSA meeting to give a brief update. Ruth mentioned Kermit’s suggestion of all the 
Chancellor’s advisory chairs meeting annually to talk about areas of mutual interest to further 
strengthen the work of all councils for the good of higher education as a whole.  
 
11.  December Holiday Lunch – Ruth Boyd 
 
Ruth reminded the council a holiday lunch is generally held after the December COSA meeting. 
She asked for restaurant recommendations. Kermit will send an email polling the council 
regarding their participating in the lunch.  
 
12. Other: 
 
Kermit reminded the council that the Women’s Foundation is asking for applications for Smart 
Start grants.  
   
13.  Adjournment 
 
There being no further business to come before the council, the meeting was adjourned at 11:09 
a.m. 
 
Upcoming Events of Interest to the Council 
 

 November 15, 2017 – Legislative Forum – Jim Thorpe Museum and Oklahoma Sports 
Hall of Fame, Oklahoma City 

 November 17, 2017 – Oklahoma Women in Higher Education Luncheon – University of 
Central Oklahoma  

 April 4-7, 2018 – National Conference for Undergraduate Research – University of 
Central Oklahoma 

 
 
 




