
MEETING OF THE COUNCIL ON STUDENT AFFAIRS 
Regents Conference Room 

655 Research Parkway 
 

Lee Bird, Presiding 
 

January 14, 2016 
10:00 a.m. 
Minutes 

 
 

1. Welcome and Introductions –  Lee Bird 

The meeting was called to order at 10:00 am.  Amy Ishmael, Bradley Jennings, Earl Johnson, Brent 
Marsh, Sharon Robinson, and Cindy Shero were welcomed via video and/or telephone conference. 
 
2. Approval of December 10, 2015, Minutes – Lee Bird 
 
Upon motion duly made and seconded the minutes were approved as written. 
 
REPORTS AND INFORMATION OF INTEREST TO THE COUNCIL 
                   
3. Serving Military-Connected Students in Higher Education – Kyle Foster, OSRHE 
 
Kyle informed the Council of the upcoming 2016 Conference on Serving Military Connected Students in 
Higher Education.  This conference will be held in the PHF Conference Center at University Research 
Park in Oklahoma City on Friday, March 4, 2016.  He encouraged early registration, as seating is limited.  
The keynote speaker will be Nicole Green of Team Rubicon, who will talk about innovative ways to 
think about serving veterans in education.  Several breakout sessions are scheduled, covering topics 
ranging from working with students who have experienced trauma to the GI Bill to helping military-
connected students find employment in the public and private sectors after graduation.  The registration 
fee is $50 per participant and must be paid by P.O. or check.   
 
4. Violence Against Women Grant Funding Opportunity – Andrea Hamor Edmonson, Oklahoma 

State Department of Health 
 
Andrea advised the Council of a federal grant-funding opportunity - The FY 2016 Grants to Reduce 
Sexual Assault, Domestic Violence, Dating Violence, and Stalking on Campus Program.  The Campus 
Program encourages a comprehensive coordinated community approach that enhances victim safety, 
provides services for victims and supports efforts to hold offenders accountable.  She mentioned the 
funding supports activities that develop and strengthen victim services and strategies to prevent, 
investigate, respond to and prosecute these crimes.  Campuses are encouraged to create or revitalize 
large-scale efforts that treat sexual assault, domestic violence, dating violence, and stalking as serious 
offenses by adopting policies and protocols, developing victim services and programs that prioritize 
victim safety, ensuring offender accountability, and implementing effective prevention approaches.  
Colleges and universities should demonstrate to every student that these crimes will not be tolerated, that 
perpetrators will face serious consequences, and that holistic services are available for victims.  Andrea 
advised the Council the applicants are limited to institutions of higher education as defined under the 
Higher Education Amendments of 1998, and the closing date for accepting applications is March 3, 2016. 

 



A CONVERSATION WITH THE CHANCELLOR OF THE STATE SYSTEM: 
 

5. An Overview of the State System’s Progress and Forthcoming Budgetary Challenges – 
Chancellor Glen Johnson, OSRHE 

 
Chancellor Johnson gave a Power Point presentation entitled Higher Education: Transforming Oklahoma.  
He advised the Council the 2016 public agenda goals are to increase the number of college graduates, 
enhance access and improve the quality of public higher education and better prepare students to meet the 
challenges of global economy.  The 2016 legislative agenda includes Complete College America, 
maintain current law regarding weapons on campus, preserve Oklahoma’s Promise and the budget for 
FY17.  He discussed Oklahoma’s workforce gap, specifically by the year 2020, that 67 percent of all jobs 
in Oklahoma will require some college, a long-term certificate or a college degree.  He also mentioned 37 
percent of all jobs created by that time will require an associate’s degree, bachelor’s degree or higher.  He 
mentioned that 85 percent of Oklahoma residents who graduate with a bachelor’s degree remain in the 
state and are employed in the state one year after graduation.  He provided earning statistics by education 
attainment, as well as lifetime earnings for high school graduates through professionals.  Oklahoma is 
ranked at 24.2 percent of adults 25 and older who have a bachelor’s degree or higher, and currently the 
United States has declined in degree completion from first to 16th in the world.  He mentioned, with the 
support of Governor Fallen, the Complete College America plan has made significant progress in degree 
completion.   
 
Chancellor Johnson informed the Council of the state budget for FY17.  He mentioned FY16 
appropriations were $963,412,106 and the same amount was requested for FY17, with an addendum 
request of $22,000,556 for fixed cost needs for the State System.  He spoke about efficiencies and cost 
saving through joint degree programs, reducing scholarships, early retirement incentive programs, 
sharing faculty between institutions, eliminating athletic programs, travel reductions, energy savings and 
consolidation of administrative positions.  Tuition has been kept below 5 percent in Oklahoma.  He 
mentioned only Utah and Wyoming have a lower tuition rate than Oklahoma.  Student financial aid and 
scholarships have been increased even though the budget has been cut over the last eight years.  The 
Affordability Committee will be making recommendations in March to include how to leverage Federal 
Pell Grant money and state financial aid scholarships.  There has been a 28 percent increase in STEM 
degrees over the last five years.  He also mentioned Oklahoma’s state system schools are 30 percent 
below the national average in student debt.  Over the last decade income in this country has grown by one 
trillion dollars with 93 percent coming from individuals with college degrees.   
 
Chancellor Johnson stated this year will challenge us more than any challenge we have had, and the 
shortfall is significant.  He stated it was important to be engaged and to have a consistent message.  The 
message is that we are the key to make workforce development happen.  Our goal is to ask the legislature 
to protect higher education’s funding as a coordinated effort.     

 
COUNCIL BUSINESS 

 
6. Student Leadership Retreat and Campus Vote Advisory Committee – Debbie Terlip 
 
Debbie informed the Council that Oklahoma Campus Compact sponsors voter registration.  OkCC would 
like to increase the number of campuses participating.  She stated the Campus Vote Advisory Committee 
is being reconstituted.  The committee helps plan how to have successful registration campaigns.  Debbie 
asked the Council to forward this information to student affairs professionals who may be interested in 
being involved.   



 
Debbie also gave an update on the 2016 Student Leadership Retreat.   In an effort to reduce costs, ideas 
were discussed of having a one-day event to eliminate a hotel stay and hosting at a campus instead of a 
hotel.  A few issues raised were OSU being limited by non-football dates, fall break and how easy it 
would be for everyone to get there.  Rose State College may be an option.  Debbie and Kermit visited 
Rose with Tamara Pratt in December.  The SLR planning committee will have another conference call in 
January and hopefully have recommendations to present at the February 11th COSA meeting. 
 
7. Council’s Leadership Academy – Kermit McMurry 
 
Kermit gave a brief update.  He stated the Leadership Academy planning committee has been meeting 
over the last few months.  The guidebook and brochure were distributed to the Council.  Members were 
encouraged to think about persons on their campuses who will benefit from this academy.   

 
8. Enrollment Management Work Group:  A Discussion About Future Topics – Lee Bird 
 
The Enrollment Management Work Group will meet shortly after the COSA meeting today. 

 
9. COSA/COI Chair’s Meeting – Lee Bird 
 
The COSA/COI Chair meeting will not meet today.  This meeting will be held in February. 

 
10. Other Items for Consideration/Discussion by the Council – Lee Bird 
 
Kermit mentioned hoverboards being an issue in the news recently and that many institutions were not 
allowing them.   
   
Ruth Boyd, on behalf of Sharon Robinson, asked if anyone was outsourcing their housing.  Lee Bird said 
there may be some institutions in California and possibly Louisiana that outsource.  She suggested 
Sharon check with Texas A&M.  Raphael mentioned Langston University has participated in outsourcing 
housing.  He suggested the company chosen be familiar with university-related issues, opportunities and 
challenges.      

 
11. Adjournment 
 
There being no further business to come before the council, the meeting was adjourned at 11:27 a.m. 

 
Upcoming Events of Interest to the Council 
 

 2016 Conference on Serving Military Connected Students in Higher Education, March 4, 2016,  
Oklahoma State Regents for Higher Education, Oklahoma City 

 Campus Compact 30th Anniversary Conference, March 21-23, 2016, Boston, MA 
 Oklahoma Campus Compact Spring Workshop, April 1, 2016, Oklahoma State Regents for 

Higher Education, Oklahoma City 


