
Campus Safety and Security Task Force 
MINUTES 

Wednesday, Nov. 2, 2016, 1:30 p.m. 
 
 
WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS: Chancellor Glen D. Johnson welcomed members Jack 
Bryant, Redlands Community College; Janet Cunningham, Northwestern Oklahoma State 
University; Jeff Harp, University of Central Oklahoma; Steve Turner, Northeastern State 
University; Randy Graves, Carl Albert State College; Greg Wipfli, Midwest City Police 
Department; Bill Knowles, Seminole State College; Bert Miller, East Central University; Randy 
Beutler, Southwestern Oklahoma State University;  Richard Andrews, Rose State College; 
Chris Tipton and Dan Piazza, Oklahoma City Community College; Cheryl Evans, Northern 
Oklahoma College; John DeBoard, Cameron University; Bruce DeMuth, Pioneer Technology 
Center; Larry Rice, Rogers State University; Ron Ramming, Connors State College; Jessica 
Hawkins, Oklahoma Department of Mental Health and Substance Abuse Services; Kim Edd 
Carter, Oklahoma Office of Homeland Security; Steve Paladino and Albert Ashwood, 
Oklahoma Department of Emergency Management; Roger Webb, Task Force Consultant; 
Chris Basco, University of Science and Arts of Oklahoma; and Kermit McMurry, Angela 
Caddell, Liana Bortoto and Sharon Bourbeau, Oklahoma State Regents for Higher Education. 
 
APPROVAL OF SEPT. 6 MEETING MINUTES: Johnson asked task force members to review 
the minutes of the Sept. 6, 2016, meeting. The minutes were approved by a voice vote.  
 
CAMPUS INCIDENTS: Johnson introduced President Beutler to speak to task force members 
on behalf of the Council of Presidents. Beutler reported that the Council of Presidents had 
discussed best practices in the wake of recent incidents at East Central University and 
Southeastern Oklahoma State University involving outside interest group demonstrations on 
the campuses. He encouraged members to be prepared, as other campuses could be 
affected.  
 
Johnson then introduced Bert Miller to address members about the incident at ECU. Miller 
reported that a group of men with a controversial message came to the “free speech” area of 
the ECU campus. Word spread about the group through social media, and a large body of 
spectators formed. Miller indicated that the campus was prepared, because the same group 
had visited the SEOSU campus the day before; Miller and other campus leaders strategized 
with local law enforcement, EMS and fire services. He credited the students, faculty and staff 
for keeping the incident peaceful and thanked ECU’s community partners for offering 
resources. He noted that at one point, there were 400 people gathered in one area of the 
campus and, had outside partners been unable to assist, the campus police could have 
become overwhelmed. 
 
Johnson asked Miller if the OSBI had been notified; Miller confirmed the notification. Bruce 
DeMuth asked about the incident on SEOSU’s campus. Miller responded that the incidents 
were identical, involving the same group.  
 
Kim Carter told members that if campus police departments were not on the Fusion Center 
dissemination list, they needed to be added right away. He stated that some groups have been 
largely successful in taking actions specifically designed to create grounds for a lawsuit under 
the “failure to protect” precept.  
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Kermit McMurry reported that his office communicated with institutions around the state so that 
everyone would be aware of the incidents. Angela Caddell added that Lee Bird would be 
presenting a session on student activism at the Campus Safety & Security Summit.  
 
LEGISLATIVE UPDATE: Johnson asked Hollye Hunt to provide a legislative update. She 
reported that there would be a large number of new House and Senate members following 
elections. New leadership had not been appointed yet. Hunt expressed concern that bills 
related to weapons on campus would likely be forthcoming.  
 
LIVE EXERCISE - STATEWIDE SUMMIT: Johnson asked Captain Greg Wipfli of the Midwest 
City Police Department to talk about the live exercise – Run, Hide, Fight – that would take 
place at the Campus Safety & Security Summit. Wipfli explained that the exercise would be 
interactive, including a defined scenario with interim discussion followed by a debrief and time 
for questions. Contact teams would be brought in to neutralize the threat, and then rescue 
teams, including the fire department and Tinker security forces, would be brought in to 
demonstrate a multi-jurisdictional approach. Wipfli assured members that measures would be 
put into place to ensure the safety of summit attendees and that earplugs would be available. 
Caddell added that a handout would be provided at the registration desk, informing attendees 
about the live exercise, and that attendees would have the option to decline participation.  
 
SUMMIT PLANNING UPDATE: Johnson asked Caddell to provide an overview of the second 
Campus Safety & Security Summit, to take place Nov. 7, 2016. Caddell shared a draft agenda, 
noting that the opening plenary speaker, Dr. Katie Treadwell from the University of Kansas, 
would focus on campus disaster recovery and community healing following an incident, and 
the keynote speaker, Vanessa Becker, would discuss lessons learned from an active shooter 
incident that occurred at Umpqua Community College in fall 2015. Caddell told members that 
three sets of concurrent sessions would be offered with numerous sessions repeated to ensure 
wide access to the content. She said that more than 250 attendees were expected.  
 
Caddell thanked Carter and Albert Ashwood for the generous support provided by the 
Oklahoma Office of Homeland Security and Oklahoma Department of Emergency 
Management, which enabled the task force to engage the opening plenary and keynote 
speakers.  
 
WORKGROUP REPORTS: Johnson asked for workgroup reports. 
 

Campus Best Practices (Lee Bird, Chair): Caddell updated the task force in Bird’s 
absence. She said the workgroup had been assisting with content development for the 
summit, and that the workgroup would begin reviewing, updating and expanding the tools 
available through the online campus resource repository.  
 
Issue Monitoring, Advocacy and Research (Larry Rice, Chair): Rice reported that the 
workgroup continued to serve as an advocacy base when support was needed for campus 
safety and related issues.  
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Training and Plan Development (Albert Ashwood, Chair): Ashwood reported that the 
workgroup had been focused on assisting with the upcoming summit.  

 
NIMS 2016-17 COMPLIANCE CERTIFICATION: Johnson asked Caddell to provide an 
overview of the 2016-17 renewal process for the National Incident Management System 
(NIMS). Caddell reminded members that at the September 2016 task force meeting, they were 
notified that higher education institutions would not be required to complete the NIMS renewal 
process by the end of the year - as per the usual process - due to a delay in deployment of 
new NIMS objectives at the federal level. She then explained that following the meeting, she 
learned that new objectives had become available sooner than anticipated, and that campuses 
would indeed need to complete 2016-17 NIMS compliance registration by December 31, 2016. 
Caddell provided a handout outlining the renewal process and due date. 
 
FY 17 TASK FORCE MEETING DATES: Johnson told task force members to note the 
meeting dates on the handout and mark their calendars.   
 
OPEN DISCUSSION: Johnson asked Roger Webb to share his thoughts about the upcoming 
summit. Webb stated that it would be the most comprehensive summit to date, covering topics 
that were relevant and top priorities for campuses.  
 
Jack Bryant asked how campuses handled placement of “No Guns on Campus” stickers on 
building doors. John DeBoard stated that CU did not display stickers, and Steve Turner added 
that NSU did not post statements regarding guns on campus. 
 
Turner stated that given the incidents at ECU and SEOSU, it was a good time to remind 
campus personnel to review their institutions’ expressive activity policies. He added that 
freedom of expression does not translate to permission to disrupt the academic mission of the 
institution. Webb reminded members that communication with student leadership before 
events should remain a priority.  
 
A member asked about bringing in an attorney to address the issue at a future task force 
meeting. Johnson and Caddell agreed to explore options for a future meeting date. DeBoard 
reminded members that Bird would be presenting a session on this topic at the summit. 
Caddell noted that Bird’s session would include guidance for crafting a strong campus policy 
framework.  
 
WRAP UP AND COMMENTS: Johnson thanked members for their contributions to the 
development of the statewide summit and announced that the next task force meeting was 
scheduled for Wednesday, Feb. 8, 2017. 
 
ADJOURNMENT: The meeting adjourned at 2:30 p.m.  




