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Preface

The Oklahoma LEADERSHIP, ACHIEVEMENT AND
EDUCATION PROGRAM (LEAP) began in the fall of 2002. Kyle Dahlem,
Director of Teacher Education and Minority Teacher Recruitment Center,
requested that the Oklahoma State Regents fund the development of a
middle/junior high school curriculum designed to encourage Oklahoma
students, especially minority students, to consider a career in the field of
education.

Dr. Susan L. Erwin and Dr. John R. Erwin of Erwin Education
Associates were awarded the contract to administer the development of the
L eadership, Education, and Achievement Program (LEAP) curriculum in
October 2003. The first draft of the curriculum was completed in May 2004.
Teachers were trained in the use of the curriculum and the course was field

tested during the 2004-2005 school year.

Leadership, Achievement, and Education Program (LEAP)
DRAFT



Exploring the Future v

Acknowledgments

Exploring the Future, the text for Oklahomas LEADERSHIP,
ACHIEVEMENT AND EDUCATION PROGRAM (LEAP) classes, could
not have been developed without the contributions of a great number of
professional educators throughout the state of Oklahoma. Special gratitude
goes to the Oklahoma State Regents for Higher Education, Office of
Minority Teacher Recruitment for both defining the need for this curriculum
and securing the funding to bring it to fruition.

In particular, this program would not have been devel oped without the
commitment of Kyle Dahlem, Director of Teacher Education and Minority
Teacher Recruitment Center, and Edra Thrower and Goldie Thompson,
Coordinators, Minority Teacher Recruitment Center. Their diligence led to
the acquisition of the grant that funded the development of this recruitment
curriculum. Additionally, they both played an integral role in each phase of
the development, writing, editing, training, and field testing of this material.
The quality of thistext reflects the suggestions, encouragement, and time
they spent carefully critiquing drafts of the curriculum.

Also acknowledged are the contributions of the following outstanding

Oklahoma classroom teachers: Billy Allen, Doris Abels, Charles Murphy,

Leadership, Achievement, and Education Program (LEAP)
DRAFT



Exploring the Future vi

Dana Macon, and Nancy Reed. These individuals made recommendations

and furnished many of the lesson suggestions included in this curriculum.
Finally, heartfelt admiration and recognition to students and teachers

of Oklahomawho have inspired all of usin our endeavor to develop a course

that is worthy of the students who will shape Oklahoma's future.

Leadership, Achievement, and Education Program (LEAP)
DRAFT



Exploring the Future vii

Table of Contents

PREFACE ... WY
ACKNOWLEDGMENTS. ... %

Teacher Implementation Guide

THE COUISE.....ce ettt e na e 1
ComponentS of LEAP..........cccov e 5
Parental InvoIVEMENt.........ooovvviieeieeeee e 19
RECTUITMENT ... 23
Public REIAtiONS.........coccuveieeiicreeee e 26
Building Support Networks..........ccceceeveeveeieecneenee. 33
Course Calendar .........cooocevveeeeieecrieee e eccreee e eeereeee e 38
Student Lessons And Activities Units I-1V

UNIT I: WHO AM 1?

NOteSTO ThEe TEACNES .......vvveeeieeteeee e - 2
Lesson 1, Awesome LEAP Banner ............ccceeeeeeeee. - 3
Lesson 2, Getting To Know Me.........cccocveveevnrenenn |- 6
Lesson 3, I've Got The Music In Mél.........ccovveeeene. | - 10
Lesson 4, What's YOUr Sign? .....c.cccveveeeeieeveecne e, | - 16
Lesson 5, Which Sde Are You On?......ccccceeeevvneeeen. | - 22
Lesson 6, Many Ways To Learn .........cccceevvevevinnennns | -31
Lesson 7, Labels are for Cans, Not People............. | -44
Lesson 8, Challenging Ignorance...........ccccceveenee... | - 50
Lesson 9, Food For Thought ..........ccceevieeiieecnenene, | - 55
Lesson 10, "Dig In" Diversity Dinner ..................... | - 57
Lesson 11, Show and Shar€......eeeeeveeeeeeeecccvvveveeeeenn. | - 62
Lesson 12, Go FIy AKIte....coovveccieceeecee e, | - 67
Lesson 13, WAtNESS THIS! ...eeevveeiveeee e, | -71
Lesson 14, Praiseworthy ........ccccoeeeecvcieeveesencnnenn, | - 76
Lesson 15, Filling The Bucket ...........ccccveveeinneneen, | -79
Lesson 16, The Answer IsOut There..........ooveuveeee... | -85
Lesson 17, | AM e, | -90

Leadership, Achievement, and Education Program (LEAP)
DRAFT



Exploring the Future viii

Lesson 18, Measuring UpP.......cccceeveeeeeenieeveecneenen, | - 94
Lesson 19, Little Buddies| ......cceeevevevcvveeeeiiiee. | - 101
Lesson 20, Portfolio Entry.........ccoceecveevieevieecnen, | - 105

UNIT II: CONNECTING WITH OTHERS

Notes To The Teacher ......cccovvveeeeeeeieiieeeeeeeee, - 2
Lesson 1, SecretS of SUCCESS.....ovvvvvviiiiieecireeeeeeeean, - 3
Lesson 2, Communication Breakdown.................... Il-10
Lesson 3, Can You Hear Me Now...........ccccoeeeeeneeee. I-14
Lesson 4, It's Not What You Said........ccceeeeeevnneeee. I1-19
Lesson 5, The Butterfly Effect .........ccoccvevveiienenn. Il-24
Lesson 6, E Pluribus Unum........cccceeeveecveeee e, I-31
Lesson 7, Walls Or Bridges.........ccoeevveeiveeieeseecnnene I-35
Lesson 8, Talk, Listen, Learn......cccccceevvevveeeeevcnvenn. Il -41
Lesson 9, Following The Leader ...........cccccveenneene Il - 44
Lesson 10, Trash To Treasure..........coooeecvvvveeeeeeennn. Il -48
Lesson 11, Knowing The RUles..........ccovvevieennne Il - 53
Lesson 12, Who Says, Who Goes? ..........ccceeueee. Il - 63
Lesson 13, TEAMNESS........cevvvveiieeieeeeeeeeeeee e e e e e eeeeens I1-75
Lesson 14, AS| SEe YOU.....oovvevveeeee e Il -80
Lesson 15, Little BuddieS | .......ccvveeeivevveieeeeevieen, Il -85
Lesson 16, Portfolio Entry ........cccccoveveeveeccieeienee, -89

UNIT lll: THE FUTURE | WANT

Notes To The Teacher .......oooceeevvveeeieeeee e - 2
Lesson 1, Reaching The Goal..........ccccccoveevuveennee. I - 3
Lesson 2, Things Of Value.........ccccecceeeieeevineenee. [l -10
Lesson 3, The Rest IsJust Sand ..........cccvveeeeenneeee. - 13
Lesson 4, Quick! What'll 1t BE?.....cccvveeveeeieenee, [ -20
Lesson 5, Decision Making Styles..........ccccceeuee.e. [ -24
Lesson 6, Future Lifestyle Dreams....................... Il - 30
Lesson 7, Lifestyle Dreams— The Price Tag ........ -39
Lesson 8, Me And My Shadow ...........cccceevieeneee, [ -45
Lesson 9, Someone Who's Been There.................. [l - 52
Lesson 10, Someone Else Who's Been There........ [l -57
Lesson 11, Career Search........evvvveveeeeeeeieeeee, [l - 63
Lesson 12, Me and My Shadow, Part 2................. [l -70
Lesson 13, ISIEWOrth It?....eeeeeeeeeceeee e, [ -77

Leadership, Achievement, and Education Program (LEAP)
DRAFT



Exploring the Future ix

Lesson 14, Delaying Gratification........................ 11 - 81
Lesson 15, Reaching the Goal, Part 2 .................. 11 - 85
Lesson 16, Fear Factor ..., [l -90
Lesson 17, One Year Goal Stting ......occcveeeeveeeee. [l - 96
Lesson 18, Goal Setting Ten Years Later ............ 111 - 107
Lesson 19, Little Buddies I .........ccooeevvevevennnee. Il - 114
Lesson 20, Portfolio Entry ........cccoeeecveeeieeecnnenne I -118

UNIT IV: MY PLAN FOR SUCCESS

Notes To The Teacher ........cccocvvivininiiieeee V- 2
Lesson 1, Planning A Campus Tour ............ccc....... V- 3
Lesson 2, The Race For CollegelsOn! ................ V-9
Lesson 3, Sarting A Résumé Folder ..................... IV - 26
Lesson 4, Get Organized..........ccoeveeveeveeccieeneene, IV - 34
Lesson 5, Not Enough Hours In the Day? ............ IV -40
Lesson 6, Managing Time .......coccevveeneeneenienneenne IV - 46
Lesson 7, Reading Crosswords..........ccccceevveeeneen. IV - 53
Lesson 8, Taking Note of Note Taking.................. IV - 62
Lesson 9, SMON SAYS......cccceeveveeeviee e e IV - 69
Lesson 10, Sudy HOOPS .....ceevvveveeiieenee e IV - 81
Lesson 11, Batter Up! .....occeeeiiieeiieeeeee e IV - 96
Lesson 12, Celebrating My Success.................... IV -105
Lesson 13, Little Buddies IV.........cccoccveeiiiennen. IV -112
Lesson 14, Portfolio ENtry .......ccccoecveveevencenenee. IV - 116

Leadership, Achievement, and Education Program (LEAP)
DRAFT



