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Tulsa Tax Assistance Program Can Help Families 

Find Deductions and a College Education

Families who seek free assistance with tax preparation from the Community Action Project (CAP) in Tulsa County could discover more than a surprise deduction – they might learn that their children are eligible to earn free college tuition through Oklahoma’s Promise.

Oklahoma’s Promise is a scholarship program offered through the Oklahoma State Regents for Higher Education that allows high school students from families whose annual income is $50,000 or less and who meet certain academic and conduct requirements to earn free college tuition. 

 During tax season from January to April, CAP offers Oklahoma’s Promise enrollment at several free tax assistance service sites in Tulsa County. CAP uses trained tax preparers, including Spanish-speaking representatives, and offers convenient appointment times. Free tax preparation help is offered to families in Tulsa County who qualify for and can claim the Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC) and Child Tax Credit, specifically families with incomes of $40,000 or less. 

In 2007, CAP offered free tax assistance at six sites in Tulsa County operated by 45 staff members and more than 100 volunteers. The program served approximately 15,000 clients and helped return $23 million in tax refunds to deserving families.  

While helping families complete necessary tax forms, CAP staff members also informed families with children in the eighth, ninth or 10th grade that they may be eligible to apply for free college tuition through Oklahoma’s Promise. CAP assisted families in completing and submitting the Oklahoma’s Promise application along with their tax forms.

To raise awareness for their service, CAP distributed more than 100,000 fliers to Tulsa public school students and families about the free tax preparation program and Oklahoma’s Promise enrollment. During 2007, CAP submitted 241 complete Oklahoma’s Promise applications to the State Regents that originated from the tax preparation sites. 

“We applaud CAP for taking extra steps to help Tulsa-area families learn about Oklahoma’s Promise and how it can impact the economic futures of their children,” said Chancellor Glen D.  Johnson. “CAP realizes that each child they sign up for Oklahoma’s Promise is indeed a positive step for that child and for Oklahoma’s future.”

The goal of CAP’s free tax preparation program is to decrease poverty and to expand economic development in Tulsa by increasing the participation rate and use of the Earned Income Tax Credit by eligible low- and moderate-income families. 


“Because earning a college degree means a better economic future for families, it was a natural progression to enhance our tax program by informing clients about Oklahoma’s Promise,” said Shannon Wilkerson, CAP director of financial services. “One of the biggest hurdles for families in completing the Oklahoma’s Promise application is the required copies of tax forms. We were able to overcome that by becoming a one-stop shop where they could complete their tax forms and their Oklahoma’s Promise scholarship application.”

CAP is one of eight organizations that received grant funding in 2006-2007 from the Raising College Aspirations Community-Based Organization (CBO) Incentive Grant Program offered through the State Regents GEAR UP program. The organizations received grants, totaling $119,981, to expand programs and services that help raise college aspirations and encourage student participation in Oklahoma’s Promise. 

"We are proud to recognize CAP for the work they are doing. We know that when community-based organizations make an effort to help students and families prepare for college, they are sowing the seeds of future prosperity for their students and their families, for their communities and for their state,” said State Regents Chairman Bill W. Burgess Jr. 

GEAR UP, a federal program administered by the State Regents, is designed to help middle and high school students better prepare for college.

 For more information on Oklahoma’s Promise, visit www.okpromise.org or call 800.858.1840.

For more information on CAP, visit www.captc.org or call 918.382.3200.
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The U.S. Department of Education awarded Oklahoma with a state GEAR UP grant totaling $20.5 million in August 1999. In 2005, Oklahoma received a six-year, $20.6 million state GEAR UP grant to continue much-needed information and services that help students and their families better prepare for college. The grants have been matched by more than $47 million from state and partner resources. With the addition of the 2005 multi-year, federal grant, Oklahoma's GEAR UP program will ultimately receive more than $45.6 million in federal funds by 2011. GEAR UP receives 49 percent of total funding from the federal government and 51 percent from other organizations.
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