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GEAR UP 2011  

Caney Valley    Ardmore                                                                            

Catoosa   Davis  

Checotah  Kingston 

McLoud   Little Axe 

Newkirk   Madill 

Okmulgee  Marietta 

Roland   Tecumseh 

Sapulpa   Duncan 

Stilwell   Hobart 

Woodward  Harrah 

Luther   Guymon 

 



GEAR UP Staff  

Å183 years work 
experience in 
education 

Å24 different school 
districts in Oklahoma 

ÅSchool districts that 
range in size from A 
to 6-A 

ÅParents to 21 
children from Pre-
School to Adult. 
Grandparents 

 

 



Staff Facts  

Å Two staff are fluent in 
Spanish 

Å Positions held: 

Å Teacherôs  Assistant 

Å Classroom Teacher 

Å College Recruiter 

Å Bilingual Staff Assistant 

Å College Professor 

 



Positions  

ÅHigh School Principal 

ÅMiddle School 
Counselor 

ÅCoach 

ÅMinority Recruitment 
Program Coordinator 

ÅSpecial Education 
Teacher 

ÅTesting Coordinator 

 



Qualifications  

ÅCertifications in 

seven academic 

programs to train 

teachers and parents 

ÅPassionate about 

children and 
Oklahoma 

 



Oklahoma GEAR UP 
Contact Information  

Å Jolynn Horn, Vice Chancellor for GEAR UP 

Å Kristi Allison, Communication Specialist 

Å Connie Arneson, Education Specialist 

Å Amy Bruce, Communication Specialist 

Å Donna McMillan, Education Specialist 

Å Pam Pollard, Education Specialist 

Å Kerry Ridener, Coordinator of Administration Activity 

Å Kenny Roe, Education Specialist 



Oklahoma GEAR UP 
Contact Information  

ÅMindy Teszlewicz, Staff Assistant 

ÅLorri Thomas, Education Specialist 

ÅEdra Thrower, Education Specialist 

ÅLourdes Torres, Outreach Coordinator 



Mission of GEAR UP  

ÅSignificantly increase the number of low-income 

students who are prepared to enter and 

succeed in post-secondary education. 



Oklahoma and GEAR UP  

Å Brain Gain 2010 

Å EPAS (Educational Planning & Assessment) 

Å Oklahomaôs Promise 

Å 1999 GEAR UP 

Å Public Agenda Goals 2011 

Å Complete College America 



Public Agenda Goals  

Increase the number of college 

graduates 

Increase access and improve 

the quality of public higher 

education for all Oklahomans 

Better prepare students to meet 

the challenge of a global 

economy 
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Concurrent Enrollment  

CONCURRENT ENROLLMENT CREDIT HOURS 

2004-05 2005-06 2006-07 

10,000 
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2007-08 2008-09 2009-10 

29,156 

39,758 

45,690 

48,741 
50,068 

56,438 
60,000 

Source: Oklahoma State Regents for Higher Education 14 



COMPLETE COLLEGE 

AMERICA  
Å Oklahoma is 1 of 29 states accepted to participate in the Complete College America project 

to help more Americans achieve their dream of a college education. 

Å Complete College America (CCA) is complemented by the work of the National Governors 

Association and its Complete to Compete (CtC) initiative.   The completion metrics adopted 

by both CCA and CtC evolved from a workgroup established by both organizations.  By 

virtue of Oklahomaôs participation in the Complete College America Alliance, Oklahoma is 

considered to be actively involved in both projects. 

Å Oklahoma was accepted because the State has made a commitment to significantly increase 

the number of students successfully completing college and closing educational attainment 

gaps for traditionally underserved populations.   

Å Five national foundations are providing multi-year support to CCA: the Carnegie 

Corporation; the Gates Foundation; the Ford Foundation; the Kellogg Foundation; and 

Lumina Foundation for Education. 
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Degrees Conferred by Oklahoma  

Public Colleges and Universities 

Source: 2010 Degrees Conferred Report/UDS Database 

2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 

16 



COMPLETE COLLEGE  AMERICA 

2011 

30,500 

2023 

50,900 

67% Increase 

Increase in Annual Degreeôs Earned Goal 
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30,500

50,900

2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023

Oklahoma Degree and Certificate Goals

67% Increase 

Complete College Oklahoma 
 

Increasing 1,700 Degrees & Certificates per Year 

18 



  3,798,940 5,254,193 Professional degree 

  2,527,324 3,982,577 Doctorate 

  1,507,823 2,963,076 Master's degree 

  $1,111,921 $2,567,174 Bachelor's degree 

     346,120 1,801,373 Associate degree 

     270,569 1,725,822 Some college, no degree 

               0 1,455,253 High school graduate 

    -304,555 1,150,698 High school dropout 

  -$478,903 $976,350 Less than 9th grade 

Difference 
Compared to 

High School Graduate 

Estimated 
Lifetime 
Earnings 

      Education Level 

The Impact of Education on Individuals:  
Lifetime Earnings  

U.S. Department of Commerce-Economics and Statistics Administration-U.S. CENSUS BUREAU 

6 
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2008-09 

Percent of Oklahoma Residents Who Graduate with a 

Bachelorôs Degree Remain In the State and  

are Employed In the State One Year After Graduation 

Employment Outcomes After One Year  

Source: 2011 Employment Outcomes Report 

89% 

Remain in the 

State 
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