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Minutes of the 

Economic Development Council 

Meeting and Retreat 
May 12, 2009 

Oklahoma City Coworking Collaborative 

Oklahoma City, OK 

 

Members present: 

Arun Tilak, CU; Rick Wetherill, ECU; Barbara Gilbertson, EOSC; Linda Tillman, LU; 

Cecil Carter, MSC; Tim Faltyn, NEO A&M; Ray Murphy, NSU; Patti Wilber, NWOSU; 

Greg Gardner, OCCC; Diane Murphy, OPSU, (Via Video); Tom Gray, OSU; Catreana 

Bennett, OSU-OKC; Jack Bryant, RCC; Ray Brown, RSU, (Via Video); Stan Greil, RSC; 

Kathy Hendrick, SEOSU; Marvin Hankins, SWOSU; Mary Philpott, TCC; Robert 

Lindley, UCO; James Pappas, OU; Erik Guzik, USAO; and Lisa Greenlee, WOSC  

 

Guests present: 

Evelyn Bollenbach, OSU-OKC; Ed Vineyard, NOC-Enid; Justin Smidley, Career Tech;  

Charles King, LU; Della Dean, OSBDC-LU;  Nina Ritchie SE WIB; Vikki Dearing, 

ODOC; Scott Lee, Connie Lake, Emelia Ross, Renae Brill, Debbie Terlip, Sid Hudson, 

OSRHE staff; 

 

1. Welcome Acting Chairperson Stan Greil called the meeting to order at 1:30 p.m.  

Introductions were made and guests were welcomed. 

2. Approval of March 10, 2009 EDC meeting minutes 
  Upon a motion duly made, seconded, and carried, the minutes of the March 10, 2009 

meeting of the Economic Development Council be approved as presented. 

 

3. Main topic: Campus Compact Overview – Debbie Terlip, OSRHE 

  The Chair recognized Debbie Terlip to speak about Oklahoma Campus Compact.  Debbie 

Terlip, Assistant Director Oklahoma Campus Compact, stated the Campus Compact is a 

national member organization located in Boston, Massachusetts.  It was founded over 20 

years ago by the presidents of Brown, Georgetown, and Stanford Universities.  These 

presidents were concerned about student disengagement on campus, in the community, and 

in the political and civic process. The presidents formed the Campus Compact as a way to 

reengage their students in these processes. 

 

Oklahoma joined the National Campus Compact Network in August 2000.  There are 33 

Oklahoma Higher Education institutions participating in Oklahoma Campus Compact 

(OkCC). All of Oklahoma’s public colleges and universities are members, including six 

private/independent institutions.  OkCC is housed at the Oklahoma State Regents for 

Higher Education and was the first State System to form a state Campus Compact Office.   

What does OkCC do? 

 Faculty Development Initiatives 

 Student-led Civic Engagement 

 Awards 

 Resource Development 
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 Sub-Grants 

 Training and Technical Assistance 

 AmeriCorps *Vista State Program 

 

4. Best Practices:  Teacher Externships - Barbara Gilbertson, EOSC & Nina Ritchie 

    The Chair recognized Barbara Gilbertson to speak about Teacher Externships.  Barbara 

spoke about a teacher externship program she helped create and implement with teachers 

in the southeast part of the state. The 17 teachers selected were awarded stipends of $200 

dollars and sent to local businesses to learn specific teachable applications about each 

business. The teachers visited businesses participating in the program and were allowed 

to observe the real-world application of what is and needs to be taught in the classrooms. 

Barbara gave an example of a teacher who had brought back an actual piece of equipment 

from the business. It was a tool used for measuring. The teacher now has an 

understanding of the skills needed in that business and uses that tool as teaching aide with 

her students. As a result of this program, the teachers are better able to understand and 

teach real-world problem solving skills to the students, thereby making the students better 

qualified to enter the workforce. 

 

5. Best Practices:   Growth Strategies Model - Arun Tilak, Cameron University 

The chair recognized Arun Tilak to speak about the Growth Strategies Model (GSM). 

The model helps businesses look at various alternatives for the organizational growth of 

existing companies. The GSM was developed from and is utilized to help Oklahoma 

businesses develop a global perspective. The model works by indentifying areas of 

growth through a systematic enquiry and drilling down to a logical capability. An 

example of where this model worked is with a local engineering company that relied on 

one client for 75% of their revenue. Because of the one industry and one client 

relationship, the engineering company was prone to boom and bust cycles.  The company 

wanted to diversify to help even out those fluctuating business cycles. This company was 

able to use the growth strategies model to indentify strengths, approach potential foreign 

clients, and explore overseas markets. The company is now in two foreign markets and is 

experiencing success as a result of the GSM. An interesting note is that CETES is able to 

utilize student interns to help with the research. 

 

6. Partnership Recognition Program Report – Connie Lake, OSRHE 
  The chair recognized Connie Lake to share with the council an update on the 

Partnership Recognition Program.  She noted the results of the program evaluation 

surveys were mostly positive with one reoccurring suggestion which was to change the 

time of day and another suggestion of more information about the program in the 

invitations. 

 

  Connie also noted that at the last Presidents’ meeting, Dr. Houston Davis spoke about 

the Making Place Matters initiative.  He said it is moving forward and the workshop will 

take place in the fall.  Chancellor Johnson sent out letters to all the Presidents letting 

them know there will be an informational meeting in June.  There should be three key 

people to attend from each institution; the president or executive officer, the lead 

academic officer, and the economic development officer. The meeting will be held on 

June 17 from 1 p.m.-4 p.m. at the State Regents office. 
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  She also spoke about the Bonus Worker Program offered through the local workforce 

investment boards.  It has a summer internship component for youth ages 16-24, and is 

receiving substantially more funding through the 2009 ARRA.  Students may work up to 

40 hours per week or a total of 520 hours for 13weeks.  There are specific criteria for 

students to qualify including limited work experience and financial need.  OkPromise 

students would be excellent candidates for this program.  The website to find more 

information for this program is www.bounsworker.org. 

  

7. Department of Commerce Update – Scott Lee, OSRHE 

  The chair recognized Scott Lee to share a Commerce update with the council.  Scott 

shared that the Department of Commerce, in association with the Oklahoma State 

Regents for Higher Education and The Oklahoma Department of Career Technology, 

recently were awarded a wind safety training grant in the amount of $400,000 dollars.  

Scott also spoke about the weatherization of homes and that it is a big portion of our state 

ARRA allocation.  They were awarded close to $60 million over the next three years and 

hope to weatherize over 10,000 homes. The need to train workers in this field is 

immediate and Scott recommended to the EDC members to contact their Community 

Action Agency. This information was in the handout from the meeting.  

 

There have been no new business location projects at Commerce recently.  Scott also 

reminded the members of the upcoming Wind Conference on June 23-24 at the Embassy 

Suites in Norman. The conference is focused on indentifying the supply chain and the 

development of the supply chain in Oklahoma. More information can be found at: 

www.okcommerce.gov/windconnerceregister.  

 

8. Selection of Chairperson - It was a unanimous decision of the full council, to nominate 

and approve Marvin Hankins as EDC Chair for 2009-10 and a unanimous decision of the 

full council, to nominate and approve Stan Greil as EDC Vice Chair for 2009-10.  The 

Council as a whole will vote on the executive committee at the June meeting. 

 

9. Bring Successes! – be prepared to share in two minutes what’s happening at your 

institution –  
 Rick Wetherill suggested that the members contact their local RC&D coordinator to 

share ideas on shovel ready capital projects. He also shared information on the database 

he created and made available to the faculty and staff of ECU for ED pipeline ideas. 

 

Marvin Hankins mentioned that the small business development center at SWOSU was 

awarded a state, regional and national awards. 

 

Linda Tillman spoke about the statewide solutions to poverty and that they are on their
 

second year collecting data in five areas. Langston also mention the retail district being 

developed in the town of Langston and being coined the miracle mile. 

 

Evelyn Bollenback mentioned that they moved the Farmers Market to 63
rd

 and Western. 

 

Lisa Greenlee noted that the Air National Guard Unit is moving to Altus. 

 

http://www.bounsworker.org/
http://www.okcommerce.gov/windconnerceregister
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James Papas mentioned that they just signed a CIA Administrator, Don Hughes. He is on 

campus and is available to speak at other campuses. If members are interested, please 

contact Dr. Pappas. 

 

Kathy Hendrick spoke about the Mets Lab and that the female students in 7
th

 and 8
th

 

grade seem to be more interested.  She also noted that Lake Texoma symposium, on 

maintaining development on the lake.  Kathy hosted Grant Writing for Dummies seminar 

that was successful. The Education and Healthcare consortium is scheduled for May 20
th

 

and the Education & Manufacturing consortium is scheduled for June 4
th

. 

 

Erik Guzik noted that Chickasha is developing an Arts district patterned after ECU’s Arts 

District in Ada. He expressed appreciate to Dr. Wetherill for sharing with the council his 

best practice of developing an Arts District. 

 

Ray Murphy mentioned different approaches he is taking to serving the community with 

the Oklahoma Virtual Community program. 

 

Cecil Carter spoke about the Faith-based Prison and his struggle with being stuck in the 

middle of a large payroll, a good economic development opportunity and a public that 

didn’t want this in their backyard. See Cecil if you are ever in this situation. He has 

advice that might be useful. 

 

Catreana Bennett noted that OSU-OKC will present to the EDC about Friends of NW 

10
th

 Street. 

 

Robert Lindley mentioned Academy of Contemporary Music will open in Bricktown this 

fall. He also spoke of UCO’s involvement with the Destiny Urban Academy Partnership.  

 

Arun Tilak spoke about the Conference Center/Incubator that recently opened. It was 

paid for partly by EDA Grant and City Funded. 

 

Jack Bryant noted that Redlands would be hosting a Redlands Wine Festival and that 

Redlands’ students won the Western National stock show. 

 

Patti Wilber mentioned the Study Abroad in Costa Rica, July 15-30
th

. If members are 

interested in going, contact Patti.  She also mentioned the economic impact of closing the 

crystal dig area located close to Alva and an ensuing letter writing campaign that helped 

to reopen the crystal dig area in the salt plains state park. . 

 

Greg Gardner noted that they hosted a successful workshop for wind landowners (4hrs) 

and had 90 participants. 

 

Mary Philpott spoke about the youth program with the Tulsa area WIB.  

 

Stan Greil mentioned that after three years of planning for the Disney Institute that 156 

people attended the event and that MICKEY had left the building.  
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10. Other Business – No other Business  

 

11. Adjournment 

There being no further business to come before the Council, the meeting adjourned at 

3:00 p.m. 

 


