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Minutes of the 

Economic Development Council 

Meeting and Retreat 
December 9, 2008 

Regents Conference Room  

Oklahoma City, OK 

 

Members present: 

Barbara Gilbertson, EOSC; Rick Wetherill, ECU; Cecil Carter, MSC; Ray Murphy, 

NSU; Judy Colwell, NOC; Greg Gardner, OCCC; Diane Murphy, PSU, (Via Video); 

Tom Gray, OSU; Jack Bryant, RCC, (Via Video); Ray Brown, RSU; Stan Greil, RSC; 

Larry Smith, SSC; Kathy Hendrick, SOSU; Marvin Hankins, SWOSU; Mary Philpott, 

TCC; Robert Lindley, UCO; Erik Guzik, USAO; and Lisa Greenlee, WOSC 

 

Guests present: 

President Roger Stacy, NOC; Scott Lee and Connie Lake OSRHE staff. 

 

1. Welcome Chairperson Larry Smith called the meeting to order at 1:30 p.m. 

2. Approval of November 11, 2008 EDC meeting minutes 
Jack Bryant suggested a correction on the minutes from November 11, 2008. Location 

listed was incorrect. Location noted as St. Crispin’s. Correction noted. Upon a motion duly 

made, seconded, and carried, the minutes of the November 11, 2008 meeting of the 

Economic Development Council be approved as pending correction of minutes. 

 

3. Main topic: Insure Oklahoma, Mari Kaufman, Outreach Field Representative 

The chair introduced Ms. Kaufman. Ms. Kaufman presented for 15 minutes on Insure 

Oklahoma. Insure Oklahoma is an initiative by Governor Henry to help offset insurance 

costs to the 650,000 Oklahomans who currently do not have insurance. It is funded, in part 

by taxes levied on tobacco products sold in Oklahoma and also by federal dollars. Total 

funding is close to $150 million. Insure Oklahoma has insurance plans for small businesses, 

those with 50 or fewer full-time employees and also individual insurance plans. The 

program is designed to cover 60% of the monthly premium; the remaining 40% is shared 

by the employer at 25% and the employee paying 15%. There are certain financial criteria 

that one must meet in order to be eligible. They currently provide insurance to about 15,000 

people and will implement a waiting list at 40,000. For more information on Insure OK, go 

to www.insureoklahoma.org or call 1-888-365-3742. Mari Kaufman can be reached at 

405.522.7098 or mari.kaufman@okhca.org. 

 

4. Guest: Peter Abramo, Executive Director of Creative Oklahoma 

 

Peter was unable to make it to the meeting.  

 

 

 

 

http://www.insureoklahoma.org/
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5. Best Practice Presentation – “A New Career in 48 Weeks” by Cecil Carter, MSC 

The Chair called upon Cecil Carter to present a best practice of Murray State College 

(MSC). Cecil shared with the Council a presentation in regard to an Associates of Applied 

Science degree that can be earned, in conjunction with various programming certificates in 

48 weeks. It is an intensive program with classes held daily from 8 to 5. The idea was 

initiated by the past President Petersen and Greg Gardner. It is a program that is demand 

driven by the IT needs in the southeast region of the state. Greg Gardner provided 

additional information on the design and implementation of the program, as he was 

working at MSC during the time the program was developed. Greg was quick to point out 

that Tony Winningham, a professor at Murray State, is a driving factor in the success of the 

program. Greg also mentioned that the intent of the program was to fill an immediate need 

in the IT industry and was not intended to be a long term program. He said further that the 

needs of the industry have changed and the program has been able to adapt to those 

changes making it a truly unique and successful venture. 

 

6. Successes – Larry Smith, Chairperson 

The chair asked members to present briefly on successes they had experienced recently 

on their campus: 

 

Tom Gray mentioned he had closed on an SBA loan through his Center to help the iconic 

Frankoma Pottery with funding for their operating needs. 

 

Rick Wetherill noted that ECU was due to close on an arts-based business incubator in 

Ada’s arts district. He also mentioned a horse sculpture created by ECU art students and 

commissioned by landmark bank. It was recently installed in the arts district. ECU’s art 

students are also rehabbing the exteriors of the bungalow style house in the arts district and 

recently completed their first project. 

 

Mary Philpott noted the Air Traffic Control program was now operational. The Physical 

Therapy program is moving to a new building and should be joined by other allied health 

programs there soon. Mary also noted that TCC was set to offer exciting entrepreneurial 

certificates through their “collabortorium”. 

 

Ray Brown mentioned a centennial clock was dedicated at RSU and also of their schools 

results in a creative project sponsored by Google. Ray mentioned that student teams had to 

create something useful from items that are found in landfills. RSU teams finished second 

and third in the competition and the second place team created hurricane shutters from 

plastic bags 

 

Kathy Hendrick also noted SOSU’s centennial celebration and investiture of President 

Michael Turner. She invited EDC members to a Sen. Coburn sponsored Service Provider 

Forum on Jan. 8
th

 on campus. She also invited EDC members to the annual summit of the 

Texoma Regional Consortium on Jan. 22 and 23
rd

. Lastly, she mentioned a grant writing 

for dummies course being offered May 7
th

.  
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7. Other Business 

Connie Lake, OSRHE, reminded EDC members to submit events to herself or Jack 

Bryant, RCC, for the EDC website. She also informed EDC member on Dr. Jeff Hale’s 

recent hire as President of NEO A&M. Connie also relayed that the Regents had approved 

one-time funding of $155,000 to continue the operation of the Rural Development Center 

at NSU through June 30, 2009. 

 

There was a question about the location of the next meeting in Tulsa. Tentative plans are 

in place to meet at the new city building in Tulsa. Mary Philpott offered TCC downtown 

campus as an alternative. 

 

Jack Bryant reminded EDC members to work with their local WIB’s as he was able to 

gain $21,000 from a special populations fund to provide training for local business. 

 

The Chair called on Erik Guzik as the chair of the Perception Study to prepare a final 

report on the Perception Study results. 

 

8. Adjournment 
There being no further business to come before the Council, the meeting adjourned at 

3:15 p.m. 


