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Minutes of the 

Economic Development Council 
September 11, 2007 

Regents Conference Room  

Oklahoma City, OK 

 

Members present: 

Peter Abramo, CU; Kelly St. John, CASC; Rick Wetherill, ECU; Vic Woods, EOSC; 

Linda Tillman, LU; Cecil Carter, MSC; Ray Murphy, NSU; Roger Stacy, NOC; Patti 

Wilber, NWOSU; Felix Aquino, OCCC; Diane Murphy, PSU (Via Video); Tom Gray, 

OSU; Mac McCrory, OSU-OKC; Jack Bryant, RCC; Ray Brown, RSU; Erik Guzik, 

USAO; and Randy Smith, WOSC. 

    

Guests present: 

Bob Stacy and Greg Main of i2E; Vikki Dearing, ODOC; OSRHE staff including Sid 

Hudson and Connie Lake 

 

1. Chairperson Jack Bryant called the meeting to order.  Welcoming everyone to the start of 

the 2007-08 meetings of the EDC.  Introductions were made by all in attendance. 

 

2. Cecil Carter made a motion to approve the minutes and it was seconded by Felix Aquino. 

The motion was passed and the minutes approved. 

 

3. Guest speaker, Greg Main of i2E, shared information about the Governor’s Cup 

Competition and distributed a packet of information containing a great deal more detail.  

To summarize the presentation, the Reynold’s Foundation has funded this event for the past 

4 years with one remaining year to fund before the program must be self-sustaining through 

private sponsorship, which they are well on their way to establishing this funding source.  

The competition is between teams of students from multiple disciplines from Oklahoma 

higher education institutions.  There is an undergraduate and graduate level competition to 

assure fairness to the students within their respective level.  The top prize is $20,000, 

second prize is $10,000, and the third prize winners receive $5,000.  Faculty advisors also 

receive a monetary award. i2E staff offer assistance throughout the process of developing 

the idea.  For more information, contact Sarah Seagraves, Event Director, i2E, at 

405.235.2305 or sseagraves@i2E.org. 

 

4. President Hays, SWOSU and current chair of the Council of President’s Economic and 

Community Development Committee (ECDC), presented the ECDC 2007-08 goals and 

asked the EDC for their assistance and support in the activities to reach these goals.  A 

working committee was formed to “collect information from each institution regarding its 

efforts to impact economic and community development.”  Erik Guzik is chairing this 

committee with the support of Marvin Hankins, Cecil Carter, Roger Stacy, and Ray 

Murphy, and State Regents’ staff.  The committee is expected to have a final report to 

present to the ECDC at their 8:45 a.m. meeting on November 7, 2007. 

 

5. Peter Abramo of Cameron University presented the Orientation for new EDC members. 
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6. A motion was made by Roger Stacy and seconded by Felix Aquino to approve the 2007-08 

meeting dates, times, and locations.    

 

7. The council discussed the invitation of the Oklahoma Community Institute (OCI) to join in 

the OCI at their annual event. Chairman Jack Bryant had appointed Stan Greil to serve as 

the EDC’s liaison to the OCI’s annual conference planning committee. The mission of OCI 

is: “Provide leadership and assistance that enables Oklahoma citizens to improve their 

communities.” OCI’s annual conference, “Conversations on Community Renewal”, will be 

held March 25-26, 2008, at the Reed Center in Midwest City. The Planning Committee is 

excited about EDC’s involvement.  At this time, the extent of EDC involvement includes at 

least one breakout session.  The group also expressed much interest in using the conference 

as the venue for the EDC to announce and honor its partnership awards. Specific details on 

the breakout session and partnership recognition ceremony will be developed and 

forwarded to the EDC for approval.  The council accepted the offered of being included in 

the OCI annual conference, as well as the inclusion of the Partnership Recognition 

ceremony. 

  

8. The following council members volunteered to serve on the Partnership Recognition 

Committee this year: Kelly St. John (committee chair), Stan Greil, Patti Wilber, Mac 

McCrory, and supported by State Regents’ staff and the Economic Development 

Committee of the Communicators Council. 

 

9. Ray Murphy of NSU gave a best-practice presentation on 

OklahomaVirtualCommunity.com.   

 

10. Other business:  

 

Sid Hudson shared information on the Oklahoma Creativity Project.  The kick-off will be 

February 8 & 9 at the Omniplex in Oklahoma City.  For more information, go to 

www.oklahomacreativity.org.  

 

Connie Lake shared the need to compile entrepreneurial activities within Oklahoma’s 

higher education system to be included in the 2
nd

 Century Entrepreneurship Center being 

created at the Oklahoma Department of Commerce. 

 

11. Chairperson Jack Bryant adjourned the meeting. 

http://www.oklahomacreativity.org/

