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Economic Development Council 
January 9, 2007 

Regents Conference Room  

Oklahoma City, OK 

 

Members present: 

Bill Able, NEO; Peter Abramo, CU; Ray Brown, RSU; Jack Bryant, RCC; Stan Greil, 

RSC; Marvin Hankins, SWOSU; Kathy Hendrick, SOSU; Mac McCrory, OSU-OKC; 

Ray Murphy, NSU; Mary Ann Philpott, TCC; Nina Ritchie, CASC; Larry Smith, SSC; 

Randy Smith, WOSC; Steve Smith, EOSC; Roger Stacy, NOC; Jerry Steward, OCCC; 

Rick Wetherill, ECU; and Patti Wilbur, NWOSU. 

    

Guests present: 

President Pennington, MSC; Meg Cannon RCC; OSRHE staff including Cynthia Fuston, 

Connie Lake, Ben Hardcastle, and Christie Jones. 

 

 

 

1. Chairperson Patti Wilber called the meeting to order.   

 

2. Marvin Hankins motioned to approve the minutes for the December meeting and the 

motion was seconded by Jack Bryant. The motion was carried and the minutes approved. 

 

3. Senator Debbe Leftwich visited with the EDC about an issue that is a passion for the 

senator.  This issue is economic development specifically helping small Oklahoma 

businesses attract and maintain a quality workforce.  She plans to introduce legislation to 

enact an existing worker program.  This program would be available thru the Department 

of Commerce and would help Oklahoma employers access training for employees, increase 

employees skills and process improvement.  Other benefits include developing existing 

employees, creating new jobs, and increasing wages.   

 

Most of the businesses in Oklahoma are small business.  According to a recent survey, 56% 

are planning to expand.  This same survey found that the biggest obstacle is a quality 

workforce.  Senator Leftwich’s program would help small businesses with their training 

need.  The program would be employer driven and empower companies to decide their 

training needs.   

 

4. Jack Bryant from Redlands Community College discussed the EDC website.  The domain 

will be okedc.org.  The site is currently being developed.   A motion was made by Peter 

Abramo to establish a website committee that would be charged with determining content 

for the Website as well as issuing a RFP for students around the state to compete in the 

design a logo for the EDC to utilize on the website and any other materials representing the 

EDC.  Rick Wetherill seconded the motion and it passed.  The website committee will be 

made up of Peter Abramo, Jack Bryant, Marvin Hankins, Stan Greil, and Christie Jones.   
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5. Ben Hardcastle shared his experience and perspective on the Business Services Directory.  

He noted he was happy the council is putting together a website.  A similar Website was a 

goal the Communication’s office had worked toward; an RFP was issued but never 

materialized due to lack of funding.   Ben suggested to the website committee to ensure that 

the site was searchable and was picked up by the search engines.   

 

6. Connie Lake, Assistant Vice Chancellor, informed the group that the Partnership 

Recognition Program will be April 24 at Redlands Community College.  The nominations 

for this program will be due no later than February 19
th

.   

 

If members decide to participate in the monthly EDC meeting, the member must provide 

the completed Video Conferencing Form to our office by the close of business the day prior 

to the meeting to ensure being connected.  This is a change in procedure.  

 

7. After much discussion of the work plan, the work plan will be made into a Wiki for all 

members to have access to and this will allow for ongoing discussion.  The Website 

Committee will undertake establishing a Wiki for this purpose.   

 

8. Other business discussion included Rick Wetherill informing the group Dr. William 

Mayfield resigned his position at ECU.   

 

9. Chairperson Patti Wilbur adjourned the meeting. 


