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Economic Development Council 
September 12, 2006 

Presbyterian Health Foundation Conference Room  

Oklahoma City, OK 

 

Members present: 

Peter Abramo, CU; Joe Alexander, OSU; Ray Brown, RSU; Jack Bryant, RCC; Roy Cail, 

OSU-OKM; Cecil Carter, MSC;  Marvin Hankins, SWOSU; Kathy Hendrick; Mac 

McCrory, OSU-OCCC; Diane Murphey, OPSU; Ray Murphy, NSU; Nina Ritchie, 

CASC; Randy Smith, WOSC; Steve Smith, ESC; Linda Tillman, LU; Rick Wetherill; 

ECU and Patti Wilbur, NWOSU. 

    

Guests present: 

Meg Cannon, RCC; Judy Colwell, NOC; Steve Barker and Vikki Dearing, ODOC; 

OSRHE staff including Cynthia Fuston, Sid Hudson, Connie Lake and Hugh McCrabb. 

 

1. Chairperson Patti Wilber called the meeting to order.   

 

2. Jack Bryant made a motion to approve the minutes and it is seconded by Cecil Carter. The 

motion was passed and the minutes approved. 

 

3. The meeting dates for the 2006-07 EDC were announced.  The EDC will continue to meet 

on the second Tuesday of each month except in November.  November meeting will be the 

retreat and held on November 9 – 10 in Enid.  Several upcoming conferences were 

discussed.  A sign up sheet for presenting best practices at upcoming EDC meeting was 

circulated. 

 

4. President John Hays, SWOSU, provided feedback from the Presidents’ Economic 

Development Committee.  Items the presidents want to address this year are an internship 

program, helping to create linkages in economic development, and supporting the business 

outreach plan.   

 

The presidents have discussed the Enrichment Fund program.  President Hays asked the 

group their perspective on the Enrichment Funds.  He felt that small institutions were able 

to make a big difference thru the use of these funds.   President Hays is in favor of this 

program and would like to see an increase of funding. 

 

5. When Jim Genandt left NEO this summer, it created a vacancy on the Executive 

Committee.  A new executive committee member from the two year tier was elected Steve 

Smith from EOSC.   

 

6. Jack Bryant presented changes to the bylaws from the bylaw committee.  The committee 

recommended changing quorum to represent those in attendance, nomination of executive 

members, and other changes to help clarify the procedures.  The committee felt tabling the 

membership changes until the presidents address this issue would be best for the EDC.  
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7. The Executive Committee, during their meeting in August, trimmed down the Strategic 

Plan to items that could be accomplished during the upcoming year.  The council members 

were invited to sign up for committees in areas of interest for work on the goals and 

objectives of this plan.     

 

8. State Regents report – Connie Lake, Assistant Vice Chancellor, OSRHE made several 

points related to current economic development related activities.  First, for 2006-07 the 

state regents decreased the funding for economic development.  Next, at the next state 

regents meeting, there is an agenda item to provide half tuition for EDI for members of the 

EDC.  Then, Ms. Lake also informed the group of the upcoming annual SSTI conference 

that will be held in Oklahoma City in October and November.  Last, Ms. Lake stressed the 

need for institutions to assess activity both for credit and for non-credit in economic and 

community development.  ODOC is interested in these activities for professional 

development for their staff, as well as recommending these activities to other economic 

development professionals in the field.   

 

9. Chairperson Patti Wilbur adjourned the meeting. 

 

 

Please Note: the next meeting is October 10
th

, 2006 


