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MEETING OF THE COUNCIL ON STUDENT AFFAIRS 

Regents Conference Room 

655 Research Parkway 

 

Ms. Amy Ishmael, Presiding 

 

March 14, 2013 

10:00 a.m. 

MINUTES 

 

 

1. Welcome –  Amy Ishmael, Council Chair 
 
Chair, Amy Ishmael, called the meeting to order at 10:10 a.m. 
 
 
2. Approval of February 13, 2013 Minutes – Amy Ishmael 
 

Upon motion duly made, the minutes were approved as distributed. 
 
 

REPORTS AND INFORMATION OF INTEREST TO THE COUNCIL 

                   
3. OSGA Spring Congress – C.J. Cavin, Director of Operations – OSGA 
 
C.J. said the OSGA held a successful Spring Congress that was hosted at Cameron University, and 
thanked Jennifer Holland, Vice President for Student Affairs, for her hospitality.  He said the event was 
attended by more than 100 students representing 19 different institutions.  C.J. briefly reviewed the 
legislation which had passed, mentioning that it was in the COSA member’s handouts.  He asked for the 
COSA members’ help in getting their student government organization’s to ratify the OSGA 
constitutional changes which had been passed last year, saying 7 votes for approval are still needed.  He 
reviewed the listing of the new OSGA Board of Directors and described the Student Advisory Board slots 
which still need to be filled.  He said that the new OSGA Board of Directors is interested in pursuing a 
survey of student opinions for the upcoming State Regents tuition hearing. 
 
 
4. Student Leadership Retreat – Debbie Terlip, Student Relations Liaison – OSRHE 
 
Debbie reminded the COSA members that they had approved the Embassy Suites Hotel in Norman for 
the 2013 Student Leadership Retreat site, and asked that they now turn their attention to the program.  
She said the Planning Committee had reviewed a number of ideas for themes, and selected “Becoming 
Agents of Change”.  She said that COSA members Rick Hall, Ina Agnew, Marion Paden and Raphael 
Moffett had contributed names or some ideas for speakers, and asked for all COSA members to forward 
ideas for keynote (opening dinner), breakfast and luncheon speakers, as well as for sessions for the 
students. 
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5. Study Abroad – Adrienne Proffer, Coordinator – Academic Affairs Projects – OSRHE 
 
Adrienne explained that Oklahoma Study Abroad is a statewide online initiative to create a clearinghouse 
of study abroad information for college students and administrators to leverage opportunities across the 
state for students.  (www.okglobaled.org/study-abroad).  Their goal is to combine all the instructions’ for 
study abroad programs in one place uniformly; to link back all the posted study abroad programs to their 
respective institutions which offer the study abroad opportunities; and to allow Oklahoma students and 
other interested constituents to sort the programs by various categories such as discipline, institution, 
country, etc. 
 
 
6. Legislative Update – Cynthia Fuston, Office of Governmental Relations – OSRHE 
 
Cynthia referred to the weekly Legislative Update from Chancellor Johnson, and circulated to the 
members of COSA by Dr. McMurry.  She noted that all legislation dealing with authority to set tuition 
and fees was dead, as was legislation dealing with concealed weapons on campus.  In response to a 
question from Dr. Clayton, she stated that legislation is still alive on the second income level check for 
Oklahoma’s Promise (HB1721) eligibility, and the higher education community will continue to work 
with it.  She concluded by noting that the major focus is the appropriations to higher education. 
 
The Oklahoma’s Promise bill is HB 1721, and several other bills also address the issue of inclusion of 
some post-secondary career technology courses in Oklahoma’s Promise. 
 
 
7. April Meeting Format – Amy Ishmael 
 
Amy explained the April COSA meeting will be combined with Leadership Academy Graduation with 
Chancellor Johnson as a guest speaker.   
 
 
8. COSA and COI Chair’s Meeting – Amy Ishmael 
 
Amy, Will Wayne, and Kermit McMurry are working on scheduling meeting with COI leadership.  A 
date and time had yet to be established.  Both councils have items on their work plan conducive for 
collaboration. 
 
 

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT 

 
9. Reverse Transfer – Dr. Myron Pope, Vice President for Enrollment Management – UCO  

And Dr. Jay Corwin, Associate Vice President for Enrollment Management –                
UCO 

 
Dr. Pope and Dr. Corwin explained that to be reverse transfer students, students needed 15 hours at a 
community college, and 60 hours overall.  Permission from student must be obtained in order to award an 
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AA degree as it might impact financial aid.  Holds were still observed, and degree awarded is called 
“diversified studies.”  This has generated 2,292 additional graduates thanks to the TG Public Benefit 
Grant Program, with 1,569 almost graduates – Associate’s Degrees; 462 reverse transfers – Associate’s 
Degrees; 261 almost graduates – Bachelor’s Degrees. 
  
The “almost graduate” – if your institution requires 60 hours for an Associate’s (120-124 for Bachelor’s), 
you can run a report of everyone in your database who has 57+ hours – Associate’s (117+ - Bachelor’s), 
has not graduated, is not currently enrolled, and does not have a degree to determine your institutions 
number of almost graduates.  Currently non-graduating students are tracked through National 
Clearinghouse to see where they went and why. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS OR INVITATIONS 

 
Amy announced Dr. Jeanie Webb would be leaving COSA after being appointed President at Rose State 
College effective July 1, 2013. 
 
Amy read a thank you card received from Marcia Clifton expressing her pleasure to work with such a 
great group of professionals. 
 
 
10.   Adjournment 
 
Upon motion duly made and seconded, the meeting adjourned at 11:15 a.m. 


