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655 Research Parkway 

 

Dr. Kathryn Gage, Presiding 

 

February 9, 2012 

10 a.m. 

MINUTES 
 

1. Welcome –  Kathryn Gage, COSA Chair 
 

Council chair Kathryn Gage called the meeting to order at 10:02 a.m. Video conference participants were 
welcomed. Off site attendees were: Jessica Lofland, Oklahoma Panhandle State University; Leah McLaughlin, 
Carl Albert State College; Chad Wiginton, Western Oklahoma State College; Jennifer Holland, Cameron 
University; and Laura Boren from Northeastern State University. Laura was congratulated on her recent 
promotion from Dean of Student Affairs to Vice President for Student Affairs.  
 
2. Approval of January 12 Minutes – Kathryn Gage 

 
Upon motion duly made and seconded, minutes of the January 12 meeting were approved as distributed.  
 

REPORTS AND INFORMATION OF INTEREST TO THE COUNCIL 

                                                                                                
3. Council on Instruction Update – Dr. Felix Aquino, Chair, Council on Instruction; and Ms. Gina Wekke, 

Assistant Vice Chancellor for Academic Affairs, OSRHE 

 
Dr. Aquino, from Oklahoma City Community College, began by stating that one interesting thing about this state 
is that practitioners actually get to draft policy which then goes to the Council on Presidents. Following are the 
current topics before the COI (Council on Instruction):  
 

 Assessment and remediation policies – They are looking at combining the two. 
 Program approval policy- This will be revised to consider joint, dual, consortia and the criteria for 

evaluating consortia policies. 
 Technical crosswalk policy as it relates to cooperative alliance 
 Institutional responses to End of Instruction exams: What will happen if students do not pass, do not 

receive a diploma, and what it means for institutions – OCCC will host a one-week intensive test 
preparation during spring break for Oklahoma City public schools.  

 Intensive English approval and review process – This is very heterogeneous across the state.   
 
Gina Wekke was introduced and asked members for questions. Jay Kinzer asked for details about the one-week 
intensive review. It was explained that OCCC will provide instruction and the public school system will provide 
transportation and lunches for the approximately 150 seniors who participate and will focus primarily on math. 
When asked why the number was so low, Marion Paden explained that the math lab can only offer so many seats; 
only the students who want to be a part of the instruction can be included; and the way instruction will take place 
calls for a small staff.  
 
Gina announced an invitational summit on remedial reform would take place on April 12. The impact on changes 
to financial aid also will be addressed and an invitation will go out to academic officers. Institutions will be able 
to bring four to five staff or faculty members. COSA members were encouraged to check with their colleagues on 
the academic side for details.  

 



COUNCIL BUSINESS 

 
4. Meeting with the Oklahoma College Student Personnel Association Leadership -  Kathryn Gage & Jessica 

Rimmer, Vice President of OCSPA and Dean of Students, Mid-America Christian University 

 
Kathryn Gage referred to the council’s previous discussions about preparing the next generation of student affairs 
officers and explained that OCSPA, Oklahoma College Student Personnel Association, is the organization for the 
field of student affairs in Oklahoma. She then introduced Jessica Rimmer.   
 
Jessica introduced OCSPA president, Misty Smith, Rogers State University. “We are a new group of leaders who 
just began our term,” Jessica said, and said they want their organization to provide professional development. She 
explained in recent years the organization has shrunk to “just a conference,” but they are enthusiastic and ready to 
“bite off” issues. She distributed a save-the-date card for this year’s conference, set for Tuesday, May 15, on the 
University of Central Oklahoma campus. The theme will be “iCampus: Student Services of the Future.” Jessica 
also distributed a handout which listed the mission, current leadership board, and goals of the separate councils.  
 
Jessica said Dr. Gage and Dr. McMurry met with OCSPA members and shared the council’s mentoring idea. The 
group is hungry to develop and offer it, and they welcome the council’s experience and partnership.  
 
Council members were asked to make suggestions or recommend resources or presentations related to the 
conference theme, Student Services of the Future. The following questions were asked: What is the future of 
student affairs? Where are we going? How can we incorporate technology into the field of student affairs? How 
do you keep up with technological changes?    
 
Jessica invited members to attend the conference and reminded them they bring the history and also the cutting 
edge and insight to the profession. She said it would be inexpensive and thanked Dr. Gage for UCO’s willingness 
to host the event.   
 
Kathryn Gage said she was excited about the partnership and summarized the council’s vision for mentoring 
including the idea of assembling a group to develop leadership events, and forming mentor/mentee relationships. 
She announced Roger Sorochty as chair of the implementation team and Kay Robinson will represent OCSPA. 
Kathryn invited other COSA members to serve as mentors to other young professionals not on their own campus, 
and to let council leaders know of their willingness to serve. Jessica said OCSPA would love to have a table set 
up at the conference to provide information about this project.  
 
Marion Paden also has agreed to serve on the implementation team. Kathryn said the committee will flesh out the 
infrastructure, selection process, budget, and other components, explaining the success and sustainability of the 
program would depend on the development.  
 

 
5. Oklahoma Intercollegiate Legislature – Jennifer Holland   
 
Jennifer explained that during a recent conference call she mentioned that her students were not interested in 
attending an OIL event because of their frustration with alcohol consumption. Therefore, Kermit indicated it 
might be a good idea to readdress this subject to determine if other schools are experiencing the same problems. 
Members were reminded that when the subject of alcohol at OIL events was confronted by COSA several years 
ago, OIL leadership put plans in place to limit it. Cindy Foust said she had queried her student leaders and they 
said it has never disappeared, but it went underground and has been relegated to student hotel rooms. Her students 
assured her they were not a part of it, but were aware of it.  
 
Lee Bird asked Jennifer if it was possible to obtain more specific information from her students about the parties, 
stating if her students were involved she would simply cut off funding. Cindy also offered to obtain names of the 
schools from her students. Cindy said that overall OIL is better, with wonderful after-hour sanctioned activities, 
and that her students enjoy going but know better than to participate in unsanctioned activities. She said they look 



forward to it as a good life experience. She also said she would meet with her students that evening and would get 
more information. Council members agreed this needed to be addressed before the spring event in April.  
 
Rick Hall said OCU students have participated in the past and he has withheld, or threatened to withhold, funding. 
He said members have to tell each other if their students are involved. Lee Bird said denial was profound at all 
levels and shared an experience with a legislator who angrily confronted her on the subject. Members were in 
agreement that a discussion must take place with sponsors. Jennifer explained that morning sessions were 
ineffective because of late night activities and that if it’s “our school, we will fix that.” Lee said a date for the next 
event was needed and members need to attend and be a part of it.  
 

 
6. Threat Assessment Training Update  – Lee Bird 
 
Lee thanked Kermit for obtaining a donation from the State Regents which would make it possible to offer a 
meal. She said the training will take place April 19-20 in the Wes Watkins Center and the trainer has asked for a 
cap of 70 to attend. The event is already one-third full, so members interested in sending staff should call now to 
place reservation, or fill out the form and give it to her.  
 
Members were then polled as to whether they would like to have a council meeting before the conference begins 
at 1:00 p.m. Kermit emphasized this would replace the regularly-scheduled April meeting and it was announced 
that offsite participation probably would not be available. A motion was made, seconded, and approved to meet at 
11:30 for a light lunch and meeting. Kermit will send a note to determine who would be available to participate.  
 
 
7. Student Leadership Retreat – Debbie Terlip 
 
Debbie called members’ attention to the handout which showed the three properties considered for the retreat. She 
reminded members of their desire to hold the retreat in the Oklahoma City area and an early fall date was 
preferred so as to avoid fall break and OU-Texas weekend. She said the dates of October 4-5 narrowed the choice 
between Embassy Suites in Norman, and the Crowne Plaza on NW Expressway and May. She emphasized three 
factors that impacted the final decision of the planning committee. They were: the desire to have a Friday 
breakfast with a speaker, service rates, and availability of free wifi. A motion was made, seconded, and approved 
to hold the retreat at the Crowne Plaza Hotel because it met all three requirements. 
 
Members were asked to make suggestions for a retreat theme and were informed an election theme had been 
suggested. She said Rick Hall has contacted Robert Henry, OCU President, as a potential speaker and Regent 
Mike Turpen and Burns Hargis have been suggested to reprise their Flashpoint banter. She asked members for 
other suggestions as well as ideas for breakout sessions. Lee Bird suggested civility and civic engagement as a 
potential theme and also offered the subject of “Civility and the First Amendment” as a breakout session. 
 
 
8. Friends of COSA account – Kathryn Gage 

 
Members were reminded of the purpose of the Friends of COSA account and attention was called to the current 
financial status:  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Members also were reminded that participation was voluntary, the suggested donation was $50, and checks 
should be made out to Friends of COSA and given to Kermit.  

Contributions to date: $2,051.00 
Expenses to date: 

 
$1,676.53 

   Current balance: 

 

$374.47 



ANNOUNCEMENTS OR INVITATIONS 

 
9. Subject for future meeting topic 

 
A presentation and discussion of new ADA policies and the need to find a balance as it relates to threat 
assessment was suggested. The need to locate a speaker on this topic was addressed.  

 
 

10. Adjournment  
 

There being no further business to come before the council, the meeting was adjourned at 11:03 a.m.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


