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1. Welcome –  Amy Ishmael, Council Chair 

The meeting was called to order at 10:03 a.m. Off site video conference participants were welcomed, as was 
Dare Chronister, Connors State College Coordinator of Student Activities, who was attending in place of Dr. 
Ron Ramming. Council chair Amy Ishmael also welcomed the return of Laura Boren and extended 
congratulations to her on the birth of her daughter. Amy informed members that Dr. Roger Sorochty was absent 
because he was attending the NASPA-IV West regional meeting in Rapid City, SD where he was receiving this 
year’s Distinguished Service Award. She invited members to join her in congratulating Dr. Sorochty for this 
honor. Amy also expressed appreciation to Dr. Jeanie Webb for hosting the meeting on her campus.  
 
 
2. Welcome & Leadership Presentation – Dr. Jeanie Webb, Vice President for Student Affairs, Rose State 
 College 

 
Dr. Webb welcomed members to the Rose State College campus, which she explained was a commuter college 
of 9,500 students. She said that leadership training programs began in 2001 with 10 students in the President’s 
Leader Class. She said they now have 220 students in the class and there is a 90% graduation rate among these 
students, as compared to a 77% graduation rate overall. Jeanie introduced sophomore Chelsea Ratterman as a 
brilliant and talented, yet humble, student leader at Rose. Chelsea is a journalism major, a student senator in the 
Ambassador Program, and editor of the 15

th
 Street News.  

 
Chelsea shared events from her childhood and her responses to the events, but said she finally realized the 
importance of focusing on academics. She expressed appreciation to Rose State College for providing 
opportunities to develop leadership skills. She then presented a brief film she had created which depicted 
leadership activities and opportunities at Rose State College.  
 
 

3. Approval of September 13 minutes – Amy Ishmael 
 

Upon motion duly made, the minutes of the September 13, 2012 meeting were approved as distributed.  
 
 

REPORTS AND INFORMATION OF INTEREST TO THE COUNCIL 

 

4. Oklahoma Money Matters (OKMM) Update – Angela Caddell, OSRHE 

 
Angela Caddell, Director for Communications, Financial Education and Outreach Services for the Oklahoma 
College Assistance Program (OCAP), a division of the State Regents, began her remarks by saying she would be 
sharing two things. The first would be what has been learned over five years of working directly with 
institutions and the second would be an overview of the services her agency provides. She called members 
attention to the booklet they received, Your Money Matters, A Guide to Your Personal Finances with her 
business card attached. 
 



Utilizing a PowerPoint presentation, Angela detailed the challenge, the approach, and solutions to financial 
education for students. Numerous services are available, Angela stated, and everything is customized to reflect 
the culture of each campus. Workshops, e-newsletters, and web-based tools are all available. She encouraged 
members to contact her to obtain the e-newsletter or other resources.  
  
 

5. Student Advisory Board (SAB) Update – Eli Potts, University of Oklahoma, SAB Chair 
 
Eli informed members that the SAB was working on a host of issues. Those issues are:  
 

a) Veterans Affairs – Not just getting them in school, but through the process, is the concern. Eli explained 
that one of their members is a student veteran. 

b) Concealed Weapons on Campus – Most students do not want them on campus, Eli said, but their parents 
do. 

c) College and Financial Advising 
d) Substance Abuse on Campus – Eli stated that SAB members usually are not abusers but they want to 

work with the council to address this topic. He said they had heard the presentation by Kim Poslick and 
said it caught them by surprise.  

 
Commenting on the topic of weapons on campus, Lee Bird pointed out that Governor Mary Fallin abolished the 
Campus Life and Safety and Security (CLASS) Task Force established by the previous governor and until 
students vote in higher numbers we can’t get around the issue of weapons on campus. Eli stated, “No one knows 
this more than me” and explained his experience of losing an election by only 98 votes. 
 

 
6. Student Substance Abuse – Kim Poslick, Coordinator, The Drug and Alcohol Center at OSU Stillwater 
 
Kim began by sharing her background of being a drug and alcohol counselor for over 25 years, having taught 
DUI schools, and of working with high school students. She shared that both her parents had been alcoholics 
and that “most of the people I love are recovered or dead.” She said she is an OU alum working at OSU and 
loves this age group.  
 
This is an important issue, Kim said. It is a disease or an affliction, not just a lack of moral character. All 
students are vulnerable to drug abuse. Students must realize that any use of illegal drugs is abuse and there is a 
cost to substance abuse.  
 
Referencing her PowerPoint presentation, which will be available to members via the Professional Development 
section of the COSA page on the OSRHE website (www.okhighered.org/COSA/), Kim said the three main types 
of campus substance abuse were alcohol, marijuana, and prescription drugs. Numerous statistics and side effects 
were shared, as well as descriptions of commonly-abused prescription and designer drugs. Challenges to 
addressing the problem and best practices for confronting the problem also were presented and discussed by 
council members.   
 
Following the presentation, it was announced that the Student Advisory Board would like to collaborate with 
COSA to conduct a survey of Oklahoma college students. Jessica Rimmer suggested including private 
institutions that prohibit substance abuse in their student codes of conduct to see if campus culture made a 
difference. 
 
Members expressed appreciation to Kim for her presentation and Lee Bird stated “Kim is an incredible asset to 
our campus.”   

 
7. Student Leadership Retreat and OSGA Fall Congress Report – Debbie Terlip, OSRHE 

Debbie began by commenting on the Oklahoma Student Government Association (OSGA) Fall Congress held 
October 27, 2012. She said over 90 students from 20 institutions participated and Will Robinson, from 



Southwestern Oklahoma State University, was elected to fill a vacation position on the SAB. Resolutions on 
concealed weapons on campus, as well as one on open primaries were passed. (Following the meeting, several 
members asked to receive the resolutions and they have since been emailed to COSA members.) Debbie 
announced that Cameron University will host OSGA’s Spring Congress and as soon as a date is set it will be 
shared with members.  
 
Commenting that the theme of the retreat was civic engagement, Debbie shared voting statistics from this year’s 
election. Among them were that, based on data from about 97% of precincts, 22-23 million Americans ages 18-
29, or at least 49% voted in the presidential election. This reflects a trend for the past three presidential 
elections, with turnout in the vicinity of 50% each time. The impact of their vote, she said, is being felt and 
pointed out that in the states where young voters were essential to the President’s reelection, if Governor 
Romney had won half of the youth vote, or if young voters had stayed home entirely, Romney would have won 
instead of Obama.  
 
Calling attention to the handout members received with data related to this year’s retreat and a summary of 
evaluations, Debbie pointed out that 231 attended from 22 public and 2 private institutions and this was the 
highest attendance in recent years. The Flashpoint presentation by State Regent Mike Turpen and OU Regent 
Kirk Humphrey received the highest evaluations, but the Coffee House did not rate well. She said the planning 
committee had conducted an evaluation conference call and the main conclusion reached was that the retreat 
should continue. Debbie also pointed out that only 35% of the attendees completed the evaluation. In response, 
Jessica Rimmer suggested utilizing an electronic survey such as www.polleverywhere.com.  
 
 
8. Appointment of 2013 Student Leadership Retreat Committee – Amy Ishmael 
 
Amy Ishmael asked for volunteers to serve on the 2013 retreat planning committee. Those who volunteered 
were: Ina Agnew, OSU IT; Raphael Moffett, Langston University; Dare Chronister, Connors State College; 
Jeanie Webb, Rose State College; and Cindy Foust, Southwestern Oklahoma State University. (Following the 
meeting, Jennifer Holland, Cameron University; and Amy Ishmael, NEO A&M, also volunteered.) 
 
 
COUNCIL BUSINESS 

9. 2012-2013 Workplan Approval – Amy Ishmael 

Amy Ishmael called members’ attention to the workplan on the back of the agenda and emphasized items related 
to grant procurement and enrollment management that were added since the last meeting. A motion to approve 
the workplan was made, seconded, and approved.  
 
 
10. Christmas Holiday Lunch – Amy Ishmael 
 
Members were reminded that in previous years council members had gathered for lunch at a local restaurant 
following the December meeting and were asked if they would like to do so again. Members agreed they would 
like to do so and voted to begin the meeting half and hour earlier, at 9:30 a.m., so as to conclude by 11 a.m. for 
an early lunch. Toby Keith’s restaurant in Bricktown was discussed as the probable location because of the 
availability of a private room and free parking.  
 
 
11. Adjournment 
 
There being no further business to come before the council, the meeting was adjourned at 11:56 a.m.  

 

 


