
 

 

MEETING OF THE COUNCIL ON STUDENT AFFAIRS 

Regents Conference Room 

655 Research Parkway 

 

Dr. Kathryn Gage, Presiding 

 

January 12, 2012 

10 a.m. 

 

MINUTES 

 

1. Welcome –  Kathryn Gage, COSA Chair 

The meeting was called to order at 10:05 a.m. by COSA Chair, Kathryn Gage. 

2. Approval of December 8 Minutes – Kathryn Gage 

Upon motion made and seconded, the minutes of the December 8 meeting were approved as 
distributed.  
 

REPORTS AND INFORMATION OF INTEREST TO THE COUNCIL 

                                                                                                
3. Children’s Behavioral Health Conference – Lynn Goldberg and Lucinda Myers, Oklahoma 

Department of Mental Health and Substance Abuse Services  
 
Lynn Goldberg and Lucinda Myers called attention to the handout members received and emphasized 
information about the Children’s Behavioral Health Conference scheduled for May 15-17 in Tulsa. 
They emphasized the availability of 10 scholarships to undergraduate students interested in behavioral 
health or related fields and noted the scholarship application was included in the handout. They also 
stated those who completed, but did not receive, the application could attend for the reduced rate of 
$75.  
 
Lynn and Lucinda announced the current video contest for public service announcements on the 
subject of children’s mental health. They invited members to locate details on the left side of their 
Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/ODMHSAS. Winners will be announced on April 16 at a 
picnic at the state capitol. They concluded by stating they were always looking for practicum students 
in their office and encouraged members to submit names. Kathryn Gage expressed appreciation to the 
Department of Mental Health and Substance Abuse Services for their support of higher education.  
 
4. Changes in Federal Financial Aid and Student Eligibility Requirements – Bryce Fair, Associate 

Vice Chancellor for Scholarships and Grants, OSRHE; and Irala Magee, Director of Scholarships 
and Grant Administration, OSRHE 

 
Kermit announced that both Bryce Fair and Hollye Hunt were at the capitol for a legislative hearing for 
appropriations and Irala Magee would make members aware of new legislation. Irala announced that 
significant changes had been made through recent legislation that will have almost an immediate effect 
for the class of 2012. She referenced the first item on her handout related to student eligibility and 
stated EOI (End of Instruction) regulations may impact this. When asked for a “beginner’s version” of 
this, Irala stated that the first qualification for financial aid is to be a high school graduate, or be home 
schooled, and that a few years ago even a home school student could take six hours to satisfy this 
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requirement for financial aid, but new End of Instruction requirements may make this a bigger 
problem. Several council members voiced the opinion that this would be a huge problem and when 
Irala was asked for options, she said there had not yet been any guidance from the federal level. She 
stated a GED may be an option at this point and the State Department of Education has stated a high 
school diploma may be obtained after 30 hours of successful completion of college classes, but that 
would be at the student’s expense.  She said an associate degree may also qualify, but many 
Oklahoma’s Promise students will not be eligible for the scholarship if they do not pass the End of 
Instruction tests. She said parents have been “talked to” at every opportunity and OCAP has assisted in 
this effort, but we have not said, “If there’s no graduation, there is no Oklahoma’s Promise.”  
 
Jeanie Webb expressed concern that a lot of students and principals are in denial about this. Brad 
Walck said he had read that this problem will be discussed in the legislature, but other members 
pointed out that Superintendent Barresi has asked that changes not be made. Irala stated the need to let 
counselors know about this and that it would be an issue for nontraditional students.  
 
Other subjects addressed by Irala were the $100,000 income limit that goes into effect this year for 
Oklahoma’s Promise applicants and the FAFSA requirement for applicants. She said, “If they lose 
their federal aid, they lose their Oklahoma’s Promise.” She also discussed the IRS data retrieval 
process which goes into effect February 1. She said the only good news was the Pell grant has been 
maintained, but has changed and Work Study also has been reduced even more. She said the number of 
semesters a student can receive Pell has been reduced to 12 semesters or six years. However, Jay 
Kinzer said that should be a positive in that students should be encouraged to finish their degree 
sooner.  
 
Members again expressed the need for more communication to take place with the public. Marion 
Paden stated her appreciation that the information had been communicated the day before to the 
Council of Presidents because complaints will reach the office of their president.  

 
5. Council on Instruction Response to End of Instruction (EOI) and Gainful Employment Report – 

José Dela Cruz, Coordinator of Academic Affairs Projects, OSRHE  
 
Referencing his PowerPoint presentation, José summarized the ACE (Achieving Classroom 
Excellence) Act graduation requirements and stated the Council on Instruction had been discussing 
what this will mean for students who don’t pass. Concerns were raised about eligibility for several 
programs, including Oklahoma’s Promise, Tulsa Achieves, and Ticket to Rose.  
 
On the subject of federal level gainful employment program requirements, José stated two sets of final 
regulations for career college programs had been released. The first imposes new reporting and 
disclosure requirements and the second requires programs to adequately prepare students for gainful 
employment or risk losing federal student aid.  
 
Failure implications were presented and the State Regents promise to provide updates to chief 
academic officers (CAO) during Council on Instruction (COI) meetings. José shared his contact 
information (405-225-9149 and jcruz@osrhe.edu) and stated the agency is actively trying to engage all 
the individuals who need to be aware of the changing environment over the next several months.  
 
Roger Sorochty pointed out that even though the Council on Instruction receives this information, the 
Council on Student Affairs needs to know what COI members are hearing as well, because “many of 
us have financial aid under our area of responsibility.” Marion Paden agreed that “we are the ones 
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working with students on this.” José agreed he would share the information with Kermit when updates 
were made to the Council on Instruction.  
 

 

COUNCIL BUSINESS 

 
6. Review and Discussion of Proposed Council on Student Affairs Framework for Mentoring New 

Student Affairs Professionals – Kathryn Gage 
 
Kathryn reminded members of the current workplan intention to create a mentoring initiative and 
reminded them a document with a mentoring framework had been emailed to them. She said the 
mentoring initiative was still taking shape, but with three primary ideas. The first component would be 
a regular and consistent seminar conducted at different campuses for those who commit to a year of 
professional development. The second would be to establish a more formal link with Oklahoma 
College Student Personnel Association (OCSPA). Kathryn said she would be speaking at an upcoming 
OCSPA luncheon and would discuss this issue. The third component would be to develop a specific, 
individualized student affairs mentoring program.  
 
When asked for thoughts on the subject, Jeanie Webb said she thought having a mentor with someone 
from a different campus was a good idea and would offer more freedom to discuss problems. Lee 
stated OSU has several programs that are conceptually similar and they may not meet every month, but 
participate as they can. A survey of student affairs staff members to determine what they need, or what 
information they need to master, was suggested. A bank of speakers or campus visits to institutions 
where good programs were in place were both suggested.  
 
Rick Hall suggested OCSPA may identify topics to give the council direction, but a commitment from 
OCSPA also should be requested in that when a schedule is created, participants could RSVP. The 
suggestion was made for COSA and OCSPA to work together to survey members to determine “what 
we need, and what we are scared about that we can discuss in a nurturing, non-threatening 
environment.”  
 
Lee Bird made a motion to approve the framework. Rick Hall seconded the motion and the council 
passed the motion. Those who were interested in being a mentor were told to let Kermit know.   

 
7. Threat Assessment Training – Lee Bird 
 
Lee Bird called members attention to the save-the-date flyer for Threat Assessment Conference 
tentatively planned for April 19-20 on the Oklahoma State University Stillwater campus. She said the 
latest writing on threat assessment had been evaluated in order to identify a speaker and that they were 
will in final negotiations to obtain Marisa Randazzo, former Secret Service Agent and an international 
expert on threat assessment, targeted violence, and violence prevention. Lee stated attendance would 
be limited to between 50 and 70 and the cost would be nominal and divided among the number of 
attendees. She also referenced the availability of on-site accommodations and encouraged members to 
bring teams, if possible, rather than just one person. She said the COSA executive committee discussed 
the possibility of this event replacing the April meeting. She promised to share information with 
Kermit when registration was available, but those interested could go ahead and contact Lee if they 
were interested.  
 
 
 



 

 

8. Legislation Discussion 
 

Members asked what higher education topics might be addressed during this legislative session and it 
was agreed that weapons on campus would probably be an issue again, as well as giving the ability to 
set tuition and fees back to the legislature instead of the State Regents.  

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS OR INVITATIONS 

 

9. Higher Education Day at the Capitol, February 21 

 
No other details are known at this time, but members were encouraged to save the date.  

 

10. Burning Glass Technologies – Kermit McMurry 

 
Kermit announced that a presentation was made to the Council of Presidents the day before and that 
Secretary Lopez had hoped to obtain support from higher education. Kermit said the conclusion was 
that the presidents were encouraged to visit with student affairs officers to discuss the program before 
an endorsement was made.  

 

11. Adjournment  
 
There being no other business to come before the council, the meeting was adjourned at 11:16 a.m. 
 
 

 
  
                                           


