
 

Campus Safety and Security Task Force 
MINUTES 

Wednesday, June 10, 2015, 2 p.m. 
 
 
WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS: Chancellor Glen D. Johnson welcomed members and guests 
John DeBoard, Cameron University; Tommy Klepper and Richard Andrews, Rose State College; Albert 
Ashwood, Oklahoma Department of Emergency Management; Kim Edd Carter, Oklahoma Office of 
Homeland Security; Jessica Lofland, Oklahoma Panhandle State University; Jim Aulgur, Oklahoma 
Department of Career and Technology Education; Lee Bird, Oklahoma State University; Dr. Phil Holley, 
Southwestern Oklahoma State University; Boomer Appleman, East Central University; Janet 
Cunningham, Northwestern Oklahoma State University (via phone); Steve Turner, Northeastern State 
University (via phone); Jeff Harp, University of Central Oklahoma; Dane Libart, Oklahoma Department 
of Mental Health and Substance Abuse Services; Jim Fitzpatrick, Oklahoma City Community College; 
Michele Campbell, Southeastern Oklahoma State University; Tim Faltyn, Connors State College; Chris 
Basco, University of Science and Arts of Oklahoma; Lisa Teel, University of Oklahoma; Dr. Roger 
Webb, task force consultant; and Hollye Hunt, Blake Sonobe, Glenda McDaniel, Bob Anthony, Angela 
Caddell, Thomas Alford, Liana Bortoto and Sharon Bourbeau, Oklahoma State Regents for Higher 
Education. 
 
APPROVAL OF APRIL 1 MEETING MINUTES: Johnson asked task force members to review the 
minutes of the April 1, 2015, meeting. Bird made a motion to approve. Ashwood seconded. The 
minutes were approved by a voice vote. 
 
LEGISLATIVE UPDATE: Hunt reported that no legislation allowing guns on campus moved past the 
committee deadline and noted that while Senate Bill 41 did pass, Gov. Fallin vetoed it. SB41 would 
have allowed guns at the state fairgrounds, ballparks and other similar venues, and could have affected 
higher education as some campus events are held in similar off-campus facilities. Hunt explained that 
many current legislators are term-limited and encouraged members to continue to talk to potential 
candidates regarding higher education’s position on guns on campus.  
 
Johnson mentioned that Sens. Barrington and Christian had been instrumental in keeping guns off 
campuses. He asked members to attend the Higher Education Distinguished Service Award 
presentation to Sen. Barrington on June 12 at Cameron University. He also mentioned that Texas had 
passed a weapons on campus bill and encouraged members to remain vigilant in their stance. Turner 
mentioned that Kansas had passed some gun bills, but the state was not providing any funding to 
higher education to implement safety measures. 
 
Bird stated it was important to send thank you notes to Barrington and Christian. Webb thanked Hunt 
and Johnson for their efforts. He also thanked Ashwood and the Oklahoma Department of Emergency 
Management for their efforts during the recent tornadoes and floods. 
 
MEMO FROM SECRETARY NATALIE SHIRLEY - FEMA SERVICES FOR CAMPUSES: Johnson 
asked Ashwood to provide an overview of the process for documenting campus storm damage. 
Ashwood clarified the incident time period and explained that eligible incidents include damage from 
severe storms, tornadoes, flooding, and straight line winds. He mentioned that some institutions didn’t 
have flood insurance and weren’t in flood plains, but still received flood damage, and that OEM might 
be able to help in those situations. He mentioned that there would be an applicants’ briefing specifically 
for education entities, and that individuals could also apply for assistance. Johnson asked about 
required documentation, and Ashwood verified that receipts, photographs and narratives would be 
helpful. Ashwood noted that there were currently 25 counties that had been declared emergency areas, 
and estimated that there would be 50 counties after assessments are complete.   
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TITLE IX TRAINING FOR CAMPUS PROFESSIONALS DEBRIEF: Johnson introduced Bird to speak 
about the Title IX training held at OSU-OKC in early June. Approximately 170 individuals attended the 
training, which featured excellent speakers and materials. An additional training opportunity for smaller 
campuses was offered on June 15. Bird indicated that given the event’s success, the intention would be 
to offer this training series again in two or three years. 
 
MENTAL HEALTH FIRST AID TRAINING FOR CAMPUSES: Johnson introduced Libart, who 
explained that the Mental Health First Aid (MHFA) course is designed to empower community-based 
service providers to recognize, assist and support a person who is experiencing a mental health 
problem. There are currently 60 certified MHFA instructors in Oklahoma, and the agency provides the 
training four times per year.   
 
Libart thanked Caddell for her assistance in planning the MHFA instructor training to be held in 
Oklahoma City in July, through which two candidates from each of 12 state system institutions would be 
nationally certified as MHFA instructors. He described the campus and community mental health 
workshops these new instructors will be qualified to provide and outlined the requirements to retain 
certification. 
 
CAMPUS EMERGENCY MANAGER CONSORTIUM UPDATE: Johnson asked Teel to update 
members about the activities of the Campus Emergency Manager Consortium. Teel reported that the 
second consortium meeting, which was held at Kiamichi Technology Center in McAlester on April 28, 
was well-attended and fostered beneficial dialogue and networking. A survey of participants indicated 
that 90 percent felt the information shared was useful and100 percent want the consortium to meet 
regularly.  
 
WORKGROUP REPORTS: Johnson asked for workgroup reports. 
 

Campus Best Practices (Lee Bird, Chair): Bird reported that she is working with Mackenzie 
Wilfong and their training colleague in Wisconsin to review the information presented at the three-
day Title IX training to determine which resources can easily be shared with a wider audience.  
Caddell offered assistance. 

 
Issue Monitoring, Advocacy and Research (Larry Rice, Chair): Caddell updated the task force in 
Rice’s absence. The main focus of the workgroup has been to provide support and assistance to 
Johnson and Hunt as needed with regard to legislation related to guns on campus or other campus 
safety issues.  
 
Training and Plan Development (Albert Ashwood, Chair): Ashwood commended Teel on the two 
successful consortium meetings. Ashwood stated that the committee remained focused on 
developing a custom training calendar for higher education that would address the priority 
educational needs identified by campus emergency managers, including vulnerability assessment, 
law enforcement operations, employee and student preparedness and training, and crisis 
communications. Ashwood expressed interest in providing training on campuses and asked 
members to consider hosting trainings in partnership with OEM and the Office of Homeland 
Security. 
 

FY16 TASK FORCE MEETING DATES: Johnson called attention to the 2015-16 meeting schedule 
and asked members to mark the meeting dates on their calendars and participate as often as possible. 
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OPEN DISCUSSION: Johnson invited comments from Roger Webb, who continues to serve as task 
force consultant. Webb reminded members that as fall nears, the task force would need to discuss 
dangers inherent with the start of a new year. Johnson mentioned that there would be another summit 
in 2016 and that planning would begin in September 2015.   
 
Caddell told members she would share the PowerPoint slides from Libart’s mental health presentation. 
McDaniel reminded members that the online re-certification process for NIMS would open soon, and 
that reminders would be sent to assist the campuses in maintaining NIMS compliance. 
 
WRAP UP AND COMMENTS: Johnson announced the next meeting was scheduled for Sept. 9. 
 
ADJOURNMENT: The meeting adjourned at 2:55 p.m.  
 


