
Campus Safety and Security Task Force 
MINUTES 

Wednesday, June 1, 2016, 1:30 p.m. 

WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS: Chancellor Glen D. Johnson welcomed  guests and members 
Jeff Harp, University of Central Oklahoma; Steve Turner, Northeastern State University; Jack Bryant, 
Redlands Community College; David Whitlock, Oklahoma Baptist University; Janet Cunningham, 
Northwestern Oklahoma State University; Cheryl Evans, Northern Oklahoma College; Bruce DeMuth, 
Pioneer Technology Center; Lee Bird, Oklahoma State University; Kim Edd Carter, Oklahoma Office of 
Homeland Security; David Otwell, Federal Bureau of Investigation Joint Terrorism Task Force; Albert 
Ashwood, Oklahoma Department of Emergency Management; John Hargrave, East Central University; 
Dan Piazza, Oklahoma City Community College; Richard Andrews, Rose State College; Dane Libart, 
Oklahoma Department of Mental Health and Substance Abuse Services; and Hollye Hunt, Blake 
Sonobe, Glenda McDaniel, Angela Caddell and Sharon Bourbeau, Oklahoma State Regents for Higher 
Education. 

APPROVAL OF APRIL 6 MEETING MINUTES: Chancellor Johnson asked task force members to 
review the minutes of the April 6, 2016, meeting. The minutes were approved by a voice vote.  

LEGISLATIVE UPDATE: Hollye Hunt told members that there were no remaining bills that would have 
placed guns on campuses or specifically allowed students or faculty to carry. She outlined two pieces of 
legislation pertaining to the Second Amendment near the end of session – HJR 1009 and HB 3098. 
Hunt said HJR 1009, which called for a state question, would have affirmed the Second Amendment as 
a fundamental right and subjected all current laws to a review of strict scrutiny. This legislation was 
assigned to the House Rules Committee, but the committee did not move the legislation forward. HB 
3098, by Rep. Jeff Coody and Sen. Nathan Dahm, would have allowed open carry without a permit for 
persons 21 and older. The bill made it through the House Public Safety Committee, but did not advance 
in the Senate conference committee.  

Hunt acknowledged legislators who supported efforts to keep the bills from advancing, noting that 
Reps. Chad Caldwell and Chris Kannady and Sen. Clark Jolley were particularly helpful. In closing, she 
reminded members that both Sen. Don Barrington and Rep. Mike Christian, who have been particularly 
helpful with gun bills in the past, were no longer in office and explained that with so many new incoming 
legislators, new allies and coalitions would need to be made.  

FBI JOINT TERRORISM TASK FORCE: Johnson asked Kim Carter to introduce David Otwell of the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation Joint Terrorism Task Force. Otwell told members that the task force 
brings together federal, state and local law enforcement to combat domestic and international terrorism. 
He described the College Initiative Program, which was designed to bridge the gap between the FBI 
and local colleges and universities. He told task force members his team had been called to investigate 
several incidents on college campuses over the last decade.  

CAMPUS LOCKDOWN INCIDENT DEBRIEF: Johnson asked David Whitlock to share information with 
members about a recent lockdown incident on the OBU campus. Whitlock told members the incident 
began as a truck theft off-campus, with a chase ending on the campus grounds. Protocol dictated the 
campus be locked down, and because of the inability to track the perpetrator, the lockdown lasted 
approximately five hours. The lockdown was lifted when the perpetrator escaped campus grounds at 
nightfall; he was apprehended later in Oklahoma City.  
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Whitlock shared information about several lessons learned, including handling press and parent 
inquiries, social media activity and food services during the extended lockdown. He stated that following 
the incident, new protocols were established to ensure timely communications, designate meeting 
times and locations for media updates, and handle student affairs concerns.  
 
EARTHQUAKE WORKING GROUP: Johnson asked Albert Ashwood to present information about the 
Oklahoma Department of Emergency Management’s Earthquake Working Group. Ashwood told 
members that in response to the increase in the number of earthquakes over the last few years, he met 
with Secretary Gary Ridley from the Department of Transportation, Secretary Michael Teague from the 
Department of Energy and Environment, and staff from the governor’s office to determine if the state 
was prepared for a 6.0 or larger earthquake. A working group was established to develop a state 
process for handling response to an earthquake of that magnitude, including considerations such as 
plans for safe and timely evacuation, sheltering in place, and continuity of operations planning for 
partner agencies.  Ashwood reported that Glenda McDaniel was representing higher education on the 
working group and that eventually, campuses would be included.  
 
Bruce DeMuth asked if local emergency management would automatically be dispatched quickly in the 
event of an earthquake. Ashwood said that it depended on where the earthquake happened, because 
local emergency managers do not work for the state, have different job descriptions and report to 
different entities. Issues of that nature, among others, will be explored by the working group. 
 
CAMPUS SECURITY SMARTPHONE APPS: In Tim Faltyn’s absence, Johnson asked Angela Caddell 
to update members on the progress of the joint task force/Council of Presidents campus safety mobile 
app workgroup. Caddell reported that the first committee meeting was held in May. She told members 
the purpose of the workgroup was to identify the key features campuses would need in a systemwide 
mobile app and review the viability of a system contract. She noted that the workgroup was reviewing 
product options available from several potential vendors, including two to three companies emerging as 
leaders in the development of these apps. Caddell thanked Lee Bird for a provider matrix Bird had 
shared in a prior meeting, as that matrix would serve as the foundation for a scope of work. 
 
2016 STATEWIDE SUMMIT UPDATE: Johnson asked Caddell to provide an update on planning for 
the 2016 Summit. Caddell reported that the planning committee was active, and that the Summit would 
be held at the Reed Center in Midwest City on Monday, Nov. 7. She reminded members that a save-
the-date notification was distributed via email and would be sent out again prior to the start of 
registration.  
 
Caddell thanked the task force for the content and speaker ideas. She noted that several members of 
the Midwest City Police Department were again serving on the planning committee for the Summit and 
would develop a live exercise for the event.  She said she expected to share a draft Summit agenda 
during the September task force meeting.  
  
WORKGROUP REPORTS: Johnson asked for workgroup reports. 
 

Campus Best Practices (Lee Bird, Chair): Bird said she had been reviewing the workgroup’s 
online tools to see if updates were required, given new federal regulations. She expected to 
complete the review by the September meeting.  
 
Issue Monitoring, Advocacy and Research (Larry Rice, Chair): Caddell updated the task force in 
Rice’s absence. She said the workgroup would continue to stand ready to mobilize advocacy when 
support was needed for issues related to campus safety and guns on campus.  
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Training and Plan Development (Albert Ashwood, Chair): Ashwood reported that work continues 
to identify and promote free and low-cost training opportunities, and that several workgroup 
members are assisting with content development for the statewide Summit. 

FY 17 TASK FORCE MEETING DATES: Johnson asked Caddell to share the FY17 meeting dates. 
Caddell noted that the 2017 dates were tentative, pending finalization of Council of Presidents meeting 
dates, and that the regular meeting time had been changed to 1:30 p.m. She told members that she 
expected to finalize all meeting dates by the September meeting. 

OPEN DISCUSSION: Johnson reiterated Hunt’s earlier statements regarding the pending loss of two 
legislators – Sen. Barrington and Rep. Christian – who have been steady supporters of higher 
education’s position regarding weapons on campuses. He added that higher education did have a good 
relationship with new leaders Sen. Mike Schulz and Rep. Charles McCall, and reminded members how 
important it would be to contact newly elected members of the House and Senate to advocate against 
guns on campus.  

Bird asked if it would be beneficial to invite Schulz and McCall to a meeting to have a conversation 
about the concerns and needs of the task force. Johnson agreed that it might be helpful. He indicated 
that he’s already had conversations about meeting with the Council of Presidents and that it could be a 
logical extension of that meeting. 

Turner stated that Sen. Barrington had been a champion for higher education since 2009 and 
recommended that he be honored with a Distinguished Service Award. Chancellor confirmed that both 
he and Rep. Christian were award recipients.  

WRAP UP AND COMMENTS: Johnson announced the next meeting was scheduled for Wednesday, 
Sept. 7. 

ADJOURNMENT: The meeting adjourned at 2:30 p.m. 


