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Campus Safety and Security Task Force 
MINUTES 

Wednesday, Nov. 5, 2014, 2 p.m. 
 
WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS: Chancellor Glen D. Johnson welcomed the attendees and 
began introductions. Members in attendance were: Michele Campbell, Southeastern Oklahoma 
State University; Cheryl Evans, Northern Oklahoma College; Lisa Teel, University of Oklahoma; 
Richard Andrews, Rose State College; John DeBoard, Cameron University; Doug Major, 
Meridian Technology Center; Bruce DeMuth, Pioneer Technology Center; Dane Libart, 
Oklahoma Department of Mental Health and Substance Abuse Services; Jim Fitzpatrick, 
Oklahoma City Community College; Steve Turner, Northeastern State University; Kathryn Gage, 
Oklahoma State University; Larry Rice, Rogers State University; Dr. Phil Holley, Southwestern 
Oklahoma State University; Albert Ashwood, Oklahoma Department of Emergency 
Management; Janet Cunningham, Northwestern Oklahoma State University; Jessica Hawkins, 
Oklahoma Department of Mental Health and Substance Abuse Services; Dr. Tasha Stephens, 
Langston University; Kim Edd Carter, Oklahoma Office of Homeland Security; Roger Webb, 
task force consultant; and Hollye Hunt (via phone), Bob Anthony, Kermit McMurry, Angela 
Caddell, Blake Sonobe, Glenda McDaniel, Liana Bortoto and Sharon Bourbeau, Oklahoma 
State Regents for Higher Education. 
 
APPROVAL OF SEPT. 10 MEETING MINUTES: Johnson asked task force members to review 
the minutes of the Sept. 10, 2014, meeting. Cunningham made a motion to approve. Turner 
seconded. The minutes were approved by a voice vote. 
 
LEGISLATIVE UPDATE: Hollye Hunt joined the meeting by phone to update the task force on 
Rep. John Enns’ interim study. Presidents David Boren and Burns Hargis and Johnson made 
presentations at the study, strongly reinforcing the message that the current law is working. 
Hunt commented that as discussions about the issue continue, the focus is shifting toward 
sexual assault. Johnson noted that, in addition to public higher education, CareerTech was 
represented at the study, as well as the campus law enforcement community. He also noted 
that lawmakers expressed surprise that presidents have exercised their discretionary authority 
to allow guns on campus when an exception was warranted. 
 
John DeBoard commented that the task force needs to continue to be visible when the 
opportunity to advocate for our position arises, and to keep making the point that the full higher 
education community, including law enforcement, supports maintaining the current law 
regarding guns on campus. Additionally, he noted that freshman legislators need to be 
contacted en masse as a show of unity. 
 
Johnson added that there would likely be a new bill regarding guns on campus introduced 
during the upcoming session, and that there are new House and Senate members whose 
positions on the issue are not yet known. He encouraged task force members to talk to students 
to make sure they recognize the importance of the topic. 
  
2014 STATEWIDE SUMMIT DEBRIEF: Johnson reported that the summit featured national and 
local speakers. All comments have been positive, and the summit was well-received by the 
attendees. Many have commented that they’d like the task force to host a summit every year, 
but Johnson feels that the task force should consider holding the summit every other year. 
 
Angela Caddell thanked the partners and those who volunteered at the event. She told 
members that there would be a brief online survey going out to participants. 
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Steve Turner commented that the summit brought the right people together and was well worth 
the time. He agreed that it was an event that should be continued and stressed that the task 
force should work to make sure the topics for the summit remain current. 
 
Larry Rice added that the sessions were practical and eye opening. He agreed that it was a day 
well-spent. 
 
Johnson reported that Ken Trump, who served as the luncheon keynote speaker at the summit, 
provided some comments and recommendations for consideration. Copies of the email were 
shared with task force members, and Caddell added that she and Johnson were pleased to note 
that the task force is already addressing several of Trump’s suggestions. 
 
Roger Webb commented that the real beneficiaries of the summit were the students and 
employees on the campuses, stating that campuses are safer places because of training 
opportunities like the summit. He added that all campuses need to have a basic plan and that 
there are things all campuses should do every year, including evaluating their threat 
assessment plan and reviewing protocols for coordinating with local law enforcement – tasks 
that can be accomplished with little or no cost to campuses. He emphasized that safety must 
remain the top priority. 
 
Turner described a recent armed robbery on his campus and explained that their response 
would have been much less effective had campus staff not had proper training. 
 
WORKGROUP REPORTS: Johnson asked for workgroup reports. 
 
Campus Best Practices (Lee Bird, Chair): Caddell updated the task force in Bird’s absence. 
She said the committee would meet before the holidays and plans to work in tandem with the 
Training and Plan Development committee, as needed. 
 
Issue Monitoring, Advocacy and Research (Larry Rice, Chair): Rice reported that the 
committee had not met since the last task force meeting, but would continue to monitor the guns 
on campus issue and stands ready to assist and support Hunt and Johnson’s advocacy efforts. 
 
Training and Plan Development (Albert Ashwood, Chair): Ashwood reported that, with the 
summit, the task force has facilitated important contacts and relationships, and that campus 
networking should continue. He added that the workgroup will continue developing more in-
depth training opportunities to meet the priority needs identified through the campus survey 
earlier this year.  
 
Caddell reported that the summit attendee list had been added to the website to facilitate 
ongoing communication among campus colleagues. 
 
Michele Campbell stated that the collaboration has been excellent. She commended the 
Department of Emergency Management for its recent assistance with an event on the 
Southeastern campus. 
 
OPEN DISCUSSION: Johnson opened the floor for discussion of other topics. Rice commented 
that his institution recently held an active shooter exercise on campus and that it was well-
covered by the media. 
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Kim Edd Carter referred members to the fourth point in Trump’s email, which speaks to 
collaboration with all levels of education through training and awareness opportunities. Carter 
indicated that his agency is working on a model to further engage technology center 
superintendents.  
 
WRAP UP AND COMMENTS: Johnson announced the next meeting would be Wednesday, 
Feb. 4 at 2 p.m.  
 
ADJOURNMENT: The meeting adjourned at 2:40 p.m.  
 


